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INTRODUCTION 

THERE is nothing more difficult than to 
adjust the view we take of the war at our 
prayers to that which we have when reading the 
newspapers. Jn the former we naturally think 
of it in connexion with God, His Kingdom and 
His Will. These are the prominent features, 
and though as patriots we pray for the victory of 
our cause which we believe to be righteous, and 
for those who are maintaining it at the sacrifice 
of their Uves, yet it necessarily takes on a larger 
form, and the smaller, nearer view is lost in tiie 
larger, which is seen to be necessarily part of a 
huge plan affecting not only the destinies of those 
engaged in the conflict, but of the whole world. 
When we read the newspapers, the very opposite 
is the case. Our views become more and more 
restricted. We think not only of the fortimes of 
our AlUes, but chiefly and naturally of our own, 
and our mind is concentrated upon the leaders 
of opinion in the Cabinet and ParUament, and 
upon our Admirals and Generals, and we are 
immersed in the accounts of battles and gallant 
charges, of sea fights and heroic submarine ven- 
tures. The details hold the mind and appear 
almost more important than the purposes in which 
they are lost. But though these two views are 
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so difierent, yet they are not mutually exclusive, 
and the one helps tibe other. It is a gain to see 
the larger interests of God's kingdom in the dear 
light of the sacrifices that are being asked and 
given by our country ; and on the other hand it 
is a still larger gain to view our National interests 
in the light of the plan that God has for the world 
in this war. 

It is this latter view that is set out in these 
pages. There is no intention of attempting any 
political interpretation, nor of indulging in any 
special prophetic anticipations of what may 
happen after the war. The pmpose of the book 
is to suggest the application of an old interpreta- 
tion of a far-off, distant event to this time, and 
to confine any suggestions as to the future to what 
may be found there. I refer to the teaching that 
our Lord gives respecting the destruction of 
Jerusalem. Following the guidance of the Bishop 
of Gloucester in his Warburtonian lectures which 
havesmce been pubUshed under the title of The 
Old Testament in the New, I have adopted the 
view that the whole of the discourse given on 
Mount GUvet refers in the main to the fall of the 
city. For this view and the arguments in favour 
of it, the Bishop's lucid exposition of S. Matthei\r 
xxiv. must be consulted. It not only frees the 
mmd of the student of Scripture from great diffi- 
culties, but gives a more intelligible account of the 
memorable teaching contained in the passage. 
Every one has felt the impossibility of being satis- 
fied with the ordinary explanation that is given 
to such words as " this generation shall not pass 
away till all these things be accompUshed," when 
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applied to the end of the world. And it has never 
been easy to find a good reason why our Lord 
should have given so much attention to the events 
which immediately precede the collapse of all 
things. It has therefore seemed wiser to refer 
the whole teaching to that event which some of 
His hearers would themselves see. I need not 
further enlarge upon this, except to say that the 
passages which have ordinarily been supposed 
necessarily to refer to the end of the world, such as, 
" The sun shall be darkened and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven," " Then shall appear the sign of the Son 
of man in heaven," " He shall send forth His 
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together His elect from the four 
winds," are shown by the Bishop to be similar 
in language to passages in which the prophets 
have described the overthrow of some great world- 
power. And when they are used as descriptive 
of certain features of the Fall of Jerusalem, they 
are seen to be the natural vehicle of expression 
which our Lord, as the greatest of the Prophets, 
might be expected to use, in speaking to those who 
knew but one book, and that the Old Testament 
Scriptures. 

Now if this interpretation be correct, we can 
understand not only how much our Lord's mind 
was occupied with the overthrow of His own 
nation, but how deep an interest He takes in all 
such world changes as that of to-day. For His 
relation to the present time is as close as that 
which He had to the past, and the changes which 
affect nations and djmasties to-day are neces- 
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sarily as important to Him as was that which 
affected Judka. May we not then believe that 
the large prominence which is given to His last 
teaching concerning Jerusalem in such a very 
brief record of His life as that furnished by the 
Gospels, is due to the fact that He hoped it might 
serve as a perpetual witness to the world and the 
Church of His mind and thought on these great 
political questions. All His words have an 
eternal character belonging to them, being found 
appUcable to persons, situations and times far 
remote from those in regard to which they were 
spoken. So this prophecy has also an eternal 
character belonging to it, and through the power 
of the Spirit is found to contain instruction as 
valuable for this Age as for the first. 

An attempt, therefore, is made to show what our 
Lord's interpretation of His own time was, and 
how that appUes to our own Age. The first half 
of the book is concerned with this, and the second 
in discussing its appHcation to the Church, the 
Family, the Individual and the Nation. The 
last chapter, " This Time calls for Repentance," 
had been written before I heard of the suggestion 
that a National Mission should be held throughout 
England. I am not only heartily thankful to 
hear . that such a proposal is being discussed, but 
trust that it may be the means through which the 
Church of God may see more clearly the meaning 
and purpose of the war. 

I must express my indebtedness to the Bishop 
of Gloucester, whose clear teaching forms the basis 
of the book, and I shall be glad if ^s fresh applica- 
tion of our Lord's last Discourse may be the 
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means of making his Lectures more widely known. 
I must also thank the Clergy of my own Synod, 
and those of the Conunimity of the Resurrection, 
Mirfield, of Birmingham, Brighton, Liverpool, and 
the neighbourhood of Hadleigh, Suffolk, whom I 
had the pleasure of addressing at various times 
during this year. It was through contact with 
keen and eager minds in Retreats and Quiet Days 
that thoughts on these great questions matured, 
and I owe much to the inspiration, S3mipathy and 
criticism which I then received. 

Being for the time cut off by doctor's orders 
from reading and writing, I am wholly indebted 
to my wife and daughter for the preparation of 
this volume for the Press. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, has kindly 
allowed me to dedicate this volume to him, but I 
need hardly say that this does not imply any re- 
sponsibility on his part for the opinions expressed 
in it. 

Edinburgh, 
Advent, 1915. 
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THIS TIME AND ITS 
INTERPRETATION 

CHAPTER I 
THE NEED OF INTERPRETERS 

'* How is it that ye know not how to int^pret this 
time ? " — S. LuKB xii. 56. 

nnms was Christ's question to the men of 
-*- His own time. It was no doubt re- 
ceived with supercilious contempt by His 
questioners. What did He, this stranger from 
the rude north, know about the history of 
their times ? And why should He imply their 
ignorance ? They themselves were well versed 
in contemporary politics. The latest intelligence 
from Rome, the last move of Pilate, the schemes 
of Herod, the plans of the Zealots were their 
daily discussion. 

The interpretation of their own time then was 
well within their powers. Their demand for a 

1 
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sign was not with a view to understanding the 
meaning of their age but of knowing on what 
He founded His great pretensions. 

Our Lord's question was not, however, directed 
to their ignorance of the political affairs of Judaea 
but to their failxure to understand the drift of 
their own age. That was a much larger and 
more important matter. " This time " was the 
most momentous in the history of the world. 
It meant the end of an old kingdom and the 
bringing in of a new. The fate of their country 
depended on their understanding it. How is it. 
He asks, that ye know not how to interpret this 
time ? 

It was not simply a question as to what would 
happen to Judaea but what would happen to the 
world. Not that our Lord underrated the political 
interests of His own people ; the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the end of their national history pro- 
foundly affected Him, as we know. None of their 
own leaders felt it as He did. No one would have 
done what He would have done in order to avoid it. 
But though Judaea was as it were the centre of 
all that was going forward in the world, yet she 
existed not for herself but for her mission. This 
had been the consistent teaching of her prophets. 
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In some way or other the world depended on 
her. In her should all the famiUes of the earth 
be blessed ; that had been the very earliest an- 
nouncement of her destmy. 

And now the tune was rapidly approaching 
whdh this would be made clear. The signs were 
unmistakable. The greatest of all the prophets 
had appeared in the guise and spirit of Elijah and 
had spoken openly of the new kingdom which 
He proclaimed was at hand. This necessitated 
a radical change, a spiritual revolution in the 
coimtry. The axe was already laid at the root 
of the trees, and every tree that brought not forth 
good fruit would be hewn down and cast into 
the fire. And the King whose kingdom was at 
hand would be revealed, fan in hand, that He 
might throughly cleanse His threshing floor; 
He would gather His wheat into the gamer but 
bum up the chaff with unquenchable fire. How 
was it then that with the prophetical books in 
their hands and the greatest of the prophets in 
their midst they still failed to interpret this time ? 
But they had even stronger proof than this in 
His own teaching, His own miracles. His own 
life. This was before them daily, and His message, 
like that of His servant, had been the proclama- 
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tion of the new kingdom and the new age. How 
was it then they did not understand this time ? 
They were not slow in explaining the signs 
of God's physical kingdom. They knew that 
when the wind blew from the south there would 
be heat, and when it came from the west rain 
would follow; how th^i was it that they could 
not read the signs of God's spiritual kingdom ? 
There were no special qualifications needed for this 
save those of interest and observation which en- 
abled them to discern the weather. They cared 
to know what kind of a day it would be, for their 
farming and amusements depended upon it, and 
so they watched and found out. Looking out at 
the sky, carefully observing the wind, noting the 
local peculiarities which modified both, they 
were able to make shrewd guesses which often 
turned out to be correct. And yet how uncertain 
the weather was. If they could tell that they 
could tell almost an5rthing. Why did they not 
show the same interest, the s^ne close observa- 
tion with regard to the signs of God's spiritual 
kingdom ? They learned to be often right about 
the weather because they were always watching 
it, always recalling what their experience had 
shown, alwa)^ interested in it. Now it was just 
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this careful watching of what was then going on 
and this confidence in the teaching of their past 
that would help them to read the signs of their 
own age. History runs in cycles ; what has been 
repeats itself ; the inspired records of the nation's 
story which they had in their hands would give 
them the insight they needed. It was in this 
way that their prophets had been such wise 
interpreters of their time, had prophesied so 
tndy of coming events. Constantly occupied 
with the thought of God's purpose for their 
country, assxured that in some way it would be 
made the light of the world, they watched with 
keenness the progress of events and divined God's 
mind about their own and succeeding times. 
As the Bishop of Gloucester writes — 

" Insight rather than foresight was the real 
gift of the prophet. It was not so much that 
he had foresight of the incidents and details 
which were afterwards to be written down in the 
pages of history, but rather that he had clear 
insight into the mind of God, so that he could 
unveil the eternal laws which govern his dealings 
with men and through this insight could antici- 
pate with unerring certainty that, given certain 
conditions on the part of n^en, certain results 

B 
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were sure to follow. His foresight, then, so far 
as it existed, was the result of his insight into the 
principles of God's government."* 

There was, then, no excuse for the men living 
in a remarkable age, with the Baptist as their 
prophet and the Son of God as their Teacher, 
remaining ignorant of the sweeping changes 
which were so soon to take place. But at that 
time, as in other sinular critical periods, the 
national leaders were so absorbed in the things 
that were near as to forget the ia^r, so engrossed 
in the selfish interests of their kingdom that they 
ignored its mission. The political necessities 
of the moment blocked out the view of God's 
great purposes. It seemed to them impossible 
that Judaea with its wonderful history and amaz- 
ing expectations should come to an end ; the 
inmiediate need was to free it from the Romans. So 
through their failure to realize the significance of 
their own times, to know the time of her visitation, 
to interpret the Coming of the Son of God, Judaea 
fell never to rise again. The Kingdom might have 
come so differently, the new age might have been 
ushered in with such rejoicing, the removal of the 
barriers might have been so easy and gradual, but 
* Bishop of Gloucester,yA^ Old Testament in the New, p. 91. 
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no, there were none amongst them able to interpret 
the time, no leaders among the priesthood, no 
prophets except the one Voice crying in the 
wilderness, no scholars of spiritual insight, and the 
end came and Israel was no more. 

Now, again, within oxu: own lifetime we are pass- 
ing through a similar critical period, momentous 
with great and far-reaching issues. We do not 
indeed fear the destruction of our Empire and 
country, for our cause is righteous and our motives 
in entering into the war unselfish. But neverthe- 
less we are being chastened as never before, the 
sacrifice of oxu: best and dearest is being daily 
offered, the impoverishment of our wealth and the 
widespreadsuffering through commercial and other 
distress gives increasing anxiety, and we wonder 
what it aU means. Those who think, tell us that it 
is part of the progress of Humanity. " Human life/ ' 
Professor Holland writes, *' works by great days of 
visitation which are the anticipations of the Second 
Coming, the omens of its approach. As you glance 
over the evolution of history it is scientifically true 
that one's eye falls on long iutervals of secret 
growth during which hidden forces silently and 
patiently and noiselessly accmnulate until at last 
a swift crisis bursts in and sets them free. All 
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through the period men sleep as it were. No one 
precisely sees what is happening, as we see it now 
looking back. Prophet voices rise and trouble the 
air, now and again foretelling, warning, reading the 
signs, but only after the event do we recognize who 
the prophets were." 

Now if that be a true diagnosis of oxu: time we 
ought to give our attention to it, for it may be that 
that is the interpretation our Lord is asking of us. 
At present our minds are concentrated on the 
personal, the national or the political aspects of 
the war. We are impatient with any other ex- 
planations, like the Jews of old, only with much 
better reason, we are engrossed in the struggle for 
home, country and freedom. Our interpretation is 
confined to that. We don't wish to listen to any 
other. It doesn't interest us. A great day of 
Divine Visitation, an epoch in the development of 
Christ's spiritual kingdom, a critical period in the 
progress of Hmnanity, these are not subjects that 
concern us now, and may be left for the years 
after peace, or for posterity. The daily excitement 
in which we live, of gains here, losses there, lays 
hold of us and we feed it with every war bulletin 
and telegram. We should not like to make oxu: 
own, and yet we thoroughly imderstand, the spirit 
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of the oflacer at the Front who in reply to some news 
a correspondent had given him of a christening 
wrote : " I can't understand it being of any 
importance one way or the other. Even the ques- 
tion of God or no God doesn't matter at all com- 
pared with the immense importance of getting 
Hill 971. . . . The thought of 971 is with us all 
day and night." This expresses in an exaggerated 
form a widely prevailing attitude of mind of fixed 
attention on our own operations and those of the 
AlUes. Our all is there and it is only natural that 
our minds should be there too. Where our treasure 
is there our heart will be also. If England lives, 
we say, who dies, and if England dies who lives ? 
If the country goes ever3rthing goes. 

Now this strong burning patriotism, fine as it is, 
ignores another citizenship which has a prior 
claim, loyalty to which we were earlier pledged, 
another and a wider destiny for our empire than 
we have thought of. The kingdom of Great 
Britain is rightly dear to us, but the Kingdom of 
Heaven ought to mean more to us. Our King 
arouses our passionate devotion, but there is 
"another King, even Jesus," Who insists on a closer 
and even stronger attachment. Our place in His 
Kingdom, and our nation's place too, depends on 
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oxir recognition of this. He and His Kingdom 
must come first if we are to understand things 
rightly. It is not easy, it never has been easy. 
It is perhaps harder now because the decision is 
less clear. In the first days the choice often put 
to the proof, had to be made between home and 
Christ, between coimtry and His Kingdom. We 
have not perhaps done sufficient justice to those 
Christian Jews who in the lifetime of the Apostles 
were obliged to put aside their int^ise affection for 
Judaea in their loyalty to Christ's Kingdom, and to 
seem to many a patriot to be political renegades 
and apostates. It was a hard trial, perhaps the 
hardest they had to face, and yet they never 
wavered. Had they done so the world would never 
have been conquered. There is no such decision 
as that before us. Our patriotism does not run 
coimter to our Christian loyalty any more than it 
does to family affection. On the contrary as the 
family nourishes the best patriots, so the Kingdom 
of Heaven strengthens and deepens all that is best 
in the love of our country. The Archbishop of 
Dublin is over cautious when he writes : " Alike in 
the family and the State there is nothing which 
conflicts with the doctrine of the brotherhood 
of man in the exertion of special effort on behalf 
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of our own. The influence of the Christian 
Creed upon the family affections has not been to 
weaken them, although Christianity opens out 
new horizons of love and service. And the same 
is true of the influence of the Christian Creed upon 
the sentiment of patriotism. This has not been 
weakened because of the emphasis with which the 
Church proclaims the rights of men of an alien race 
and their claim upon us as brethren." ^ The case 
is even stronger than that. Patriotism not only 
has not been weakened but fortified and made 
more ardent in Christ. Nowhere has the love of 
country been expressed in more burning words 
than those of St. Paul, who wrote, " I could wish 
that mj^elf were anathema from Christ for my 
brethren's sake, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh : who are IsraeUties ; whose is the adoption, 
and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving 
of the law, and the service of God,and the promises ; 
whose are the fathers, and of whom is Christ as con- 
cerning the flesh Who is over all, God blessed for 
ever." * No — ^as Christ makes the man who puts 
Him first, a better husband, father and friend, 

* The Christian Basis of Patriotism, by the Archbishop 
of Dublin. 
\Rom. ix. 3. 
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so His Kingdom, if it be first sought, makes the 
citizen a better patriot, a more loyal servant 
of the Crown. History supplies many an illus- 
tration of that. 

No, it is not the danger of rival affections and 
interests that besets us, but the diflSculty of 
seeing through the multitude of incidents and 
events that throng us, to the larger vision of 
what the War will mean to hiunanity. If we 
cannot see the wood for the trees, much more 
diflficult is it for us to see the landscape of which 
the wood is only a feature. It is materialism 
in an aggravated form : cannons, shells, bombs, 
rifles, men, clothing, food, these are for most 
people the striking elements of the War; we 
cannot get behind them, and yet there are the 
same facts for us as for the Jews, of the presence 
of the Son of Man, of the coming of His Kingdom, 
and of the larger purposes God has for us, as for 
the other nations engaged in the War. How is it, 
then, that we cannot interpret this time ? Partly, 
no doubt, as we have said, because of the pres- 
sure of events, partly because we have largely 
lost the power to think of our coimtry as having 
a part in God's wide purposes, but chiefly through 
our failxure to realize what the Incarnation of 
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God really meant. We think of God as Provi- 
dence, and of Christ as Example, but have not 
dwelt upon the amazing effects to humanity of 
the Word made Flesh. This means an intimate 
relationship to humanity and not only to Judaea. 

We beUeve, then, that God took nothing less 
than Humanity into Himself, that Christ is one 
with it, and if we may dare so to put it, cannot ex- 
tricate Himself from it, that all this struggling, 
fighting Humanity that we watch in Flanders, 
France, and Poland is His Body. He is there- 
fore involved in the War as no human being is 
or can be. Our interest in it, absorbing as it 
is, is no measure of His. There is no analogy 
that can bring this supreme truth to our minds, 
no illustration that can give us any conception 
of it, but we beUeve it. Eversnvhere throughout 
Europe there is the confession, I beUeve in 
one Lord Jesus Christ, God of God, Light of 
Light, Who for us men and for oxu: salvation 
came down from heaven and was made man. 
And then everjnvhere also, amongst the Germans 
as amongst ourselves, amongst the Austrians 
as amongst the Russians, there is the public and 
individual testimony to this fact in the Holy 
Conmiunion. The same Gift for friend and foe, 
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and this Gift nothing less than the life of the 
Living Christ. The one Christ not simply stand- 
ing amongst us in the field of battle, but now 
on this side of the trenches and now on that» 
giving His Life as Friend to friend. It is 
not as in the days of persecution when some of 
His children were persecuting Him and others 
confessing Him, but here on both sides there 
are confessors. It is this thought which springs 
out of our Creed, and which we know to be true, 
that prevents our taking the comparatively 
easy path and contenting ourselves with the 
Gospel of God's Providence and our correspcmd- 
ing duties. For it comes up right against oxu: 
deepest religious convictions. How is this, we 
cry? Now He is with us and now with oxu: enemy; 
now as the White Companion bending over our 
wounded and d}dng, and then in the s^mie guise 
passing swiftly over to the enemy to minister 
to them; now whispering consolation to the 
widows in Great Britain, now comforting the 
widows in Germany. It is all very disturbing to 
our strong prejudices till we remember that no 
story gripped us more closely than that which 
told us of the two dying soldiers from opposite 
camps forgetting all their fierce enmities in a 
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last tribute of affection to one another. Yes — 
we can be the most loyal of patriots, and yet 
unfeignedly rejoice in the loving ministrations 
of Christ to our foes. All this attention to them 
does not mean that they are necessarily right 
and we are wrong, but it does mean a new appli- 
cation of the words, " They that be whole need 
not a physician, but they that are sick," ^ and 
wherever the sick are there He will be. 

But His Presence with all those who seek 
Him, no matter what their nationality is, is only 
one aspect of what is involved in the Incar- 
nation. It is not merely that He is with the 
sufferers on both sides, but that with such limi- 
tations as man's free will introduces. He has the 
direction of the War. What Tolstoi is always 
repeating in his volumes of " War and Peace " is 
reiterated again and again by thoughtful ob- 
servers of the war, to-day. When criticism is 
passed on this or that leader in state, navy or 
army, they say, the War is far too big for 
them or for any one. They are mere actors in a 
world-wide drama which is being written by some 
one else ; they are like the men on the chess- 
board moved by another will. Not that they 
* S. Matt, ix. 12. 
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are automata, but that the power and mfluence 
they exercise are subordinated to a Higher 
Mind. The Great War Lords and the High Com- 
mands have of comrse some direction of affairs, 
but all, whether mistakes or successes, are over- 
ruled by One Who can make all things work 
together for good. Now if this feeling so vari- 
ously expressed is in accordance with truth — 
and the nearer men get to the line of battle the 
more strongly they feel it — it receives a flood 
of light from the truth of the Incarnation. He 
has the War in hand, for He is in it and with it 
as no one else. This must be so. Can we 
imagine a father allowing the members of his 
family to tear themselves in pieces before his 
very eyes ? Can we think of any king who 
would allow civil war in his kingdom to result 
in anarchy and confusion ? We can imagine a 
wise father who was resolved not to rule his 
family by force, allowing a quarrel to go to great 
lengths because it was the only free path to 
complete reconciliation ; we can imagine a 
king allowing his people to fight out their battles 
because he believed that only in this way would 
certain principles be established; but both 
father and ruler would always have family or 
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nation in control. As, then, we assert again and 
again to ourselves the truth that God and man 
are one, we can see Ught in the darkness, a 
thread of gold in the perplexed web of human 
affairs. 

Some great thing, then, is coming out of this 
war. And as we see this, we say — 

"Gladness be with Thee, Helper of the world, 
I think this is the authentic sign and seal 
Of Godship, that it ever waxes glad 
And more glad, until gladness blossoms, bursts 
Into a rage to suffer for mankind 
And recommence in sorrow." 

" To suffer for mankind/' We remember that 
He not only became one with man but He suf- 
fered for our salvation. 

He is there in the battlefield as One Who has 
gone through all. He knows the agony of sus- 
pense, for He faced it in Gethsemane ; He knows 
the humihation of captivity and the brutality 
of inhimaan captors, for He was boimd, imprisoned 
and^^derided ; He has felt every pain of body, 
the racking of the limbs, the burning heat of 
fever, the stab of cruel wounds on the Cross, 
and has seen the oncoming of Death and passed 
through its gloom and shadow. Nothing that 
any one bears in Flanders or Poland is strange 
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to Him. It has been noticed again and again 
on the field of battle how everything has been 
shot away except the Cross on some Chm-ch or 
the Crucifix by the wayside. This is only a 
parable of the fact that everj^hing may go, but 
the love of the Crucified remains. It does not 
simply express a love that once was, but a love 
that is ; not simply a wonderful relic of a mediaeval 
past, but an expression of a present-day truth. 
" Slain before the foimdation of the world " are 
words difficult to api»:ehend, but such words 
as "crucified afresh" bring Mount Calvary up 
to date, and help us to see that He is identified 
with this Crucifixion of Humanity on which we 
are forced to look day by day with awestruck 
eyes. Apart from Him it seems Devil's slaughter, 
but with Him its [horrors are illumined by the 
glory of the Resurrection. We remember that 
He taught us again and again that His kingdom 
only comes through suffering and death, that 
we must lose in order to gain, must die in order 
to Uve, and that His teaching was confirmed by 
the Resurrection and Ascension that followed His 
Crucifixion. 

Enough has now been said to point the force 
of our Lord's question, " How is it that ye are 
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not able to interpret this time ? " for such an 
interpretation demands a wider outlook than 
we find time to give, and a fuller spiritual faith 
than our age is accustomed to express. In some 
way or other the War must be seen not only in 
the terms of poUtical history, or the contour of 
a new map of Europe, but in the light of the 
Incarnation and the Atonement. Of the im- 
mense difficulties of such an interpretation and 
the imlikelihood in the present temper of its 
receiving much attention, evoy Christian student 
must be well aware. 

For in the present agony and distress there is 
serious danger lest our patriotism should outrun 
our Christianity. History has shown us that 
in great conflicts there was always a tendency 
to leave the New Testament for the Old. The 
battle Psalms with their cry for vengeance, the 
prophetic denunciations with their clear ringing 
convictions of the fall of the enemy, were more 
in harmony with the strong feelings that war 
evokes, than the Gospel message of hope and 
goodwill. But whilst they ministered to faith 
and resolution they left men too angry over their 
suffering, and too narrow in their sympathies, to 
make a wise reconstruction policy after the war 
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possible. There is the same drift to-day. The 
savage inhuman ferocity of our enemies has led 
some to advocate the practice of the old Jewish 
law, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. 
If they murder our women and children let us 
murder theirs. This is natural, but it is not 
spiritual, Jewish but not Christian. It is for us 
not indeed to moderate or qualify our patriotic 
zeal and devotion, but to make a place for it in the 
wider field of God's kingdom. Something greater 
and larger is to come out of this war than the 
overthrow of Prussian miUtarism or Turkish 
oppression. Europe is only a part of the sphere 
of God's operations : His Kingdom, which the 
sacrifice of life in union with Christ's sacrifice 
is advancing, has greater conquests in view than 
we can see in the West. And as we gain a vision 
of this we are less impatient with the slow pro- 
gress of the war, more resigned to the heavy toll 
which Humanity is paying in precious lives 
freely rendered, more confident of the ultimate 
triumph of Righteousness. 



CHAPTER II 

CHRIST'S INTERPRETATION OF HIS 
OWN TIME 

" When ye see these things coming to pass, know ye 
that He is nigh, even at the doors." — S. Mark xiii. 29. 

TT is not perhaps surprising that our Lord 
-■" Who complained that the men of His own 
day were imable to read the signs of their own time 
should Himself have shown His disciples what they 
were and what they portended. And when we 
remember how historic cycles repeat themselves, 
we can easily imderstand why through His Spirit 
He led the Evangelists to hand down to all pos- 
terity this living portraiture, in order that those 
who lived in ages to come might ponder it and 
see what He meant by it. For though nothing 
exactly like the destruction of Jerusalem would 
ever happen again, yet again and again in the 
history of the Christian Church, there would be 
great crises which would express the same prin- 

21 c 
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ciples and reveal something of the same traits. 
At this time we may learn much from a careful 
study of the 24th chapter of S. Matthew and 
like passages in S. Mark and S. Luke of what 
God is intending by them. For most readers 
there are but two references : the one the tragedy 
of the destruction of the Holy City, the other 
the final collapse of all things in what we call 
the end of the world. But God's teachings in 
nature should lead us to distrust so narrow an 
interpretation as this. As we stand on some high 
peak overlooking a wide panorama of moim- 
tains and hills, it is not two heights we see, but a 
succession of them rising one above another till 
at last in the faint horizon we see the highest 
point of all. So here, as we stand back with 
S. Matthew overlooking the field of history, we 
see not simply the near tragedy of the siege of 
Jerusalem, but a series of critical epochs, each 
looking on to the great end when Time shall be 
no more. And though each is different from the 
other in form and colour, yet there are strong 
resemblances, and we realize the ascent of each 
will present features much the same. We turn, 
then, with more than our usual interest to the 
sketch which our Lord gives of the first great 
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historical event in the life of the Qiristian[Chiirch, 
that we may learn from it how to read the mes- 
sage of our own time. 

The Jewish nation, which had continued in 
spite of innumerable attacks for over 1,000 years, 
was now coming to its final end. It had gone 
under the power of Babylon to rise again, 
gone imder Syria and risen again, but now it was 
to fall never to rise again. 

There is something tragic even about the end 
of a great family, but the final close of an illxis- 
trious nation which had contributed more than 
any other to the spiritual illiunination of the 
world, was a tragedy unspeakable. Assyria had 
gone, Babylon had gone, but the world was none 
the poorer for their loss; but the loss of Judaea, 
what compensation could there be for that? 
It evoked from Christ, as we know, an open and 
loud lamentation of sorrow, though He knew 
that out of its fall would arise a greater people, 
the Christian Church. 

In order that we may be able to realize faintly 
the depth and intensity of feeling such a collapse 
would have, we must try to imagine what our 
own thoughts would be if we knew for certain 
that the fall of Great Britain was imminent. 
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that London would be razed to the ground and 
S. Paul's Cathedral be in ruins, that our country 
with its long line of kings^ its free people and 
illustrious history would pass to be known no more. 
This tragedy was in our Lord's mind when His 
disciples, inspired with national pride, pointed 
out to Him the varied glories of the Temple 
which summed up the remarkable history of 
their own nation. It was then He felt that they 
must face the stem fact of the end. It was as 
though a doctor, whose attention has been 
called by a devoted mother to the health and 
strength of her son, feels boimd to teU her that 
he is stricken with an incurable disease and will 
die before the end of the year. He feels he must 
be plain with her, and his language unmistak- 
able. So, too, the Wise Ph3rsician. " Verily I 
say unto you, there shall not be left here one 
stone upon another that shall not be thrown 
down." The words apparently were received 
in silence. The news was too appalling to be 
discussed. Their faith in their Master left no 
doubt that the Temple (and that meant the city) 
would be destroyed, and it dumbfounded them. 
It was only in the evening when they were sitting 
quietly on Olivet overlooking the city, that they 
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ventured to ask the momentous question, " Tell 
us when shall these things be? and what shall be 
the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world ? " * It was natural that they should 
associate so great a catastrophe with the end of 
all things. The world without Judaea, its light, 
was unthinkable. It could not be inmiediate, 
however. Their thoughts were too full of the 
coming Prince Messiah and of what He would do, 
to suppose that it was near. The Master was 
speaking of a tragedy happily far, far distant, 
as far distant indeed as the end of the world. 

Christ must now tell them that it is nearer 
than they suppose, that it will actually take 
place within the lifetime of some of those present, 
and will be attended by horrors unknown in 
history. In order to make it more definite and fix 
it more clearly in their minds He will give them 
advice as to what they must do when it occurs. 

All this He does in the glowing imagery of the 
East, in the words of the old Scripture in which 
similar overthrows had been predicted. Prose 
is mingled with poetry, the facts coloiu-ed by 
the intensity of emotion with which they are 
described. 

* S. Matt. xxiv. ^. 
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(i)It will happen in a period of great intellectual 
unrest and uneasy expectation of some national 
hero who will bring freedom to his people. There 
will be a general and widespread feeling that such 
a crisis as the advance of the Romans would 
precipitate would produce a great leader, and 
that this leader will be the expected Messiah 
Prince. " Many shall come in My Name, saying 
I am the Christ, and shall lead many astray."^ 
There would be false messiahs and false prophets 
and many wonderful signs would be done. 
But the disciples were urged to remain 105^ to 
their first faith, to their old allegiance to Him. 
They were not to run here and there to the 
wilderness for a second John the Baptist, or to 
the inner chambers for another Jesus, to find 
their]Christ, for He would not come as He had 
come before in human form to be touched and 
spoken with, to be foimd in this place or that, 
but in some general, wide, spiritual way, like a 
flash of lightning that illumines the whole sky from 
East to West. Everywhere, but in no one place, 
to be seen by all who have eyes to see, and not 
simply by those in dose proximity.* And He 
would be manifested in judgment. The tree, 

* S. Matt. xxiv. 5. * S. Matt. xxiv. 23-27. 



CHRIST'S INTERPRETATION 27 

the house, the blackened corpse lying in the 
road are the evidence of the damage of the storm ; 
so the ruined city will bear witness to judgment. 
Or, changing the metaphor. He says His revela- 
tion will be like that of the swift eagles that fly 
across the face of the heaven. They look here 
and there for food, but where the carcase is there 
they are gathered together.^ So, too, the coming 
of the Son of Man, so vague and indefinite as it 
seems in its wide-reaching character, will be 
most clearly manifested in the judgment we 
naturally associate so closely with it. Where 
death and corruption are, there the Judge will be 
seen. You were right. He seems to say, in your 
feeling that the destruction of the dty would be 
closely associated with the Coming of the Son 
of Man. That indeed will be its chief character- 
istic. Not seen, however, in this or that would-be 
leader who claims to represent Him, but in some 
spiritual vision of the true Christ, Who will be as 
manifest to those who have eyes to see Him as the 
lightning flash to those who behold the storm. 
Before looking at the outline which the Gospels 
have preserved to us of His picture of that time, 
the central event of which was the downfall of 
^ S. Matt xxiv. 28. 
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Judaea, it is interesting to observe what it does 
not contain as well as what it does. There is 
no mention of the political causes that would 
lead to it, no mention even of the name of the 
enemy, or of the leaders. All those outward 
features which are of such close interest to us 
are omitted. We have in their place a brief 
description of the spiritual condition of the 
people which should precede it, a note of the 
hideous corruption of the nation which would 
call for it, and of the awful sufferings which it 
would involve. The destruction would be com- 
plete. He gives signs and indications which 
His disciples might observe in order that they 
might escape the doom which would overtake 
all who remained in the guilty city. But He 
does not stay there. It was the manner of the 
prophets in their predictions of judgment to 
give a message of hope. There would alwa}^ 
be a remnant round which the old promises 
centre. So He speaks of the glory that would 
follow the downfall. In the shaking of heaven 
and earth that such a national collapse would 
mean, there would be seen a manifestation of 
the Son of Man in glory and power, and a gather- 
ing together of the scattered elements of His 
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Church. The picture, as we have said, is highly 
coloured, and not easy for those who associate 
glory with outward success, and life with pros- 
perity, to make out. But when we remember 
that it is a prophecy, given as all prophecies in 
those days were given, through the medimn of 
poetry rather than prose, in glowing Eastern 
colouring rather than Western dead> dull lines, 
given necessarily in such obscure terms as would 
prevent its being used against those who might 
be found to be in possession of a copy of it, we 
are not only able to read it with inteUigence, but 
to imderstand why it should have been pre- 
served through the ages, so that we too might 
find in its picture some interpretation of similar 
critical periods through which He may lead us. 
With these thoughts in our minds let us note 
the other features of the prophecy to which our 
Lord draws attention. 

(2) From these we may see, as we have already 
judged, that this great crisis was not simply an 
event in history, part of the unrolling of the story 
of the ages, bound to come because the causes 
that produced it were inevitable. It was also 
an epoch in the spiritual history of the Universe, 
a coming of the Son of Man ; not a reincarnation. 
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for He was eternally Incarnate since He took to 
Himself our hiunan form, but a new manifesta- 
tion, a fresh expression, another revelation. 
The event, terrible as it would be, was an instru- 
ment of judgment in His Hand, a disclosing of 
His character, an unveiling of His glorious Person. 
It was not the first time He had spoken of this. 
Some fifteen months before, wh^i it had been 
necessary to rebuke Peter for his carnal concep- 
tion of the coming of Christ, He had told him 
that according to the spiritual princifde of God's 
kingdom, glory comes through suffering, gain 
through loss, life through death, that there was 
no profit in a world won as he would have it 
won by strength and might, and then He had 
added that one day some of those who were 
standing by would see a proof of this, they would 
see the Son of Man coming in His Kingdom in 
His glory, with His holy angels.^ 

The context here seems to suggest that He 
impUes, but not in the way Peter expected, that 
this coming would not be with outward glorious 
manifestations, but amidst suffering and death 
like unto that which they had seen on the Cross.' 

> S. Matt. xvi. 28, and S. Mark viiu 38. 
* See The Old Testament in the New, E. C. S. Gibson, 
pp. 101, 102. 
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So> too, in the last week of His life, He spake 
of it again before the High Priest. When ar- 
raigned as prisoner before Caiaphas He was 
asked, '' You, only a poor Galilean peasant bound 
as a helpless prisoner before me, are you the 
Messiah, the Son of God ? " " Thou hast said," 
was the calm reply, meaning, '' I am what you ask, 
the Christ, the Son of God. Poor, weak and in- 
glorious though I appear to be, yet henceforth 
from this day onwards you will see a very different 
picture, you will see the Son of Man sitting at 
the right hand of power and coming in the clouds 
of Heaven.* And so he did. He saw the ever- 
growing power of the Kingdom of Christ, the 
amazing extension of the Church in Jerusalem, 
throughout Palestine and Asia Minor; he saw 
also, or his successor did, that coming to judg- 
ment in the destruction of his city and the death 
of his nation.' 

But lest there should be any doubt that in the 
great critical periods of the world's history He 
comes, He speaks quite plainly towards the end 
of this discourse. Having made clear what 
signs would attend the destruction of Jerusalem 
He sums up all by saying — 

* S* Matt. xxvi. 64. 

• See The Old Testament in the New, pp. 102, 103. 
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" When ye see these things coming to pass, know 
ye that He is m^, even at the doors." ^ 

That is the emphatic way in which He associates 
the coming of the victorious army of the Romans, 
the horrors of the siege.the slaughter of thousands, 
with Himself. When these things come to 
pass, know that He is nigh, even at the doors. 

(3) But though His coming is the main feature 
there are others He mentions, more plain and 
obvious. Such a judgment will be preceded by 
threatenings and anticipations. There would be 
universal unrest, nation rising against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom, there would be 
famine and earthquakes. These would be but 
the b^finnings of greater horrors to follow. A 
note of hope is, however, sounded here in the 
word our Lord uses to describe the sufferings 
men must endure. He speaks of them as travail 
pangs, the birth-throes that precede the coming 
of life. The prophets had often used this imagery, 
and our Lord in preparing the minds of the 
disciples for the tragedy of Calvary, uses the 
same metaphor in order to fix their attention, 
not on the sufferings but on the joy that will 
come out of it. ''A woman when she is in 
^ S. Mark xiii. 29. 



CHRIST'S INTERPRETATION 33 

travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come, 
but when she is delivered of the child, she remem- 
bereth no more the anguish, for the joy that a 
man is bom into the world. And ye therefore 
now have sorrow : but I will see you again, and 
your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no one 
taketh away from you." ^ So now He bids those 
who shall witness the horrors, physical and other- 
wise, that will accompany the overthrow of city 
and nation to remember that they are like the 
pains of labour which issue in new life. The 
agony of Judsea would usher in a new age. The 
fall of Judaism would mean the regeneration of 
the Church. 

That is the note of hope sounded even more 
clearly in the words that follow, which are not 
very easy for us to understand, though familiar 
to our Lord's hearers whose minds were saturated 
with the teaching of their prophets. 

(4) In that darkest time when men would feel 
that all hope had gone, the God of their faith 
vanished, the Church of their fathers no more, 
their nation scattered and lost, there would appear 
the sign, or rather signal, of the Son of Man.* 
Though there was an end yet there was also a 
* S. John xvi. 21, 22. ■ S. Matt xxiv. 30. 
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beginning. The Jewish tribes scattered through- 
out the world would mourn and lament the 
awful close of their history as a people, but others 
would recognize in it a day for the ingathering 
of the true Israel of God. The Son of Man would 
give His signal, the trumpet would sound, and 
a new Church that had been scattered over the 
face of the earth would arise. Christ would 
send forth His angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and His children would be gathered 
together from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other.* The birth of the new 
age would be accompanied by the quickening 
and unification of the Church.* This is the note 
of hope which reverberates through the awful 
discords of war and suffering. 

When these things come to pass, these things 
so awful and terrible, men fainting for fear, the 
powers of heaven shaken, thick darkness in the 
spiritual world, and distress of nations with 
perplexity in the poUtical world, then Christ 
says " look up and lift up your heads because 
your redemption draweth nigh." • Yes, that was 
the astonishing contrast which the disciples were 

* S. Matt. xxiv. 31. 

« See The Old Testament in the New, by Edgar C. S. 
Gibson, pp. 87-90, 115-119. • S. Luke xxi. 25-28. 
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bidden to remember. Redemption would follow 
suffering, resurrection death, freedom bondage. 
It was a glorious note with which to end a recital 
of woes and sorrows such as would make the 
stoutest heart quake. 

(5) But when was this going to happen ? That 
had been their anxious questioning. The precise 
time none knew. " Of that day and hour 
knoweth no one, not even the angels of heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father only." » But 
as we have before noticed He pointed out that 
it would come in the lifetime of some of those 
present. Of that He had assured them and of 
that He assured them again : " Verily I say 
unto you, this generation shall not pass away, 
till all these things be accomplished. Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but My words shall 
not pass away." • Some of you will Uve to see it, 
to go through it, to rejoice in the glorious birth 
which it means. And yet though so near, the 
world will have no anticipation of it.' 

It will come with the same suddenness as the 
Flood came. Just as in those days which were 
before the Flood they were eating and drinking, 

* S. Matt. xxiv. 36. * S. Matt. xxiv. 34, 35. 

■ The Old Testament in the New, p. 75. 
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marrying and giving in marriage, till the Flood 
came and took them all away, so shall be the 
coming of the Son of Man. It will burst upon the 
world with dramatic surprise. Two men will 
be working in the field, side by side, a messenger 
will hurry past with the awful news of the inva- 
sion by Rome, and hurry one off to his soldiering 
never to be seen again. Two women will be 
grinding at the mill, and suddenly the intelligence 
comes, ** War is declared," and one of them is 
off at once to make the needful preparations 
before her man goes to the front. ^ 

But though so sudden it will not come before 
the world is ready for it. The fig tree does not 
put forth her leaves till the summer is at hand, 
otherwise a sharp frost might come, and kill 
that which was full of promise.* So the gather- 
ing of the elect from all the comers of the earth, 
the foundation of a Universal Church freed from 
Judaizing restrictions and narrowness, that cannot 
come. He says, " till the Gospel has been preached 
in the whole world for a testimony unto the 
nations." The destruction of the religious and 
political life of a nation, that was the source of 
spiritual illumination to the world, would be a 

» S. Matt. xxLv. 40, 41. • S. Matt. xxiv. 32. 
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dire calamity unless it was to make room for 
something better. The seed of the Gospel must 
then be widely sown everywhere if there were to 
be progress and not reaction. Jerusalem could 
not pass away till some Universal Society should 
arise out of it retaining all that was good in it. 

Was it possible then that in a short forty 
years this miraculous overspreading of the 
world by the Church should be accomplished ? 
We know that it was. S. Paul writing a few 
years before the destruction of Jerusalem to 
the Church of Rome could say of the work of 
the Christian Evangelists, "Their sound went 
out into all the earth, and their words unto the 
ends of the world." ^ And writing still later from 
Rome to the Christians of Colossse he speaks 
quite definitely, " The Gospel is come unto you 
as it is in all the world." • The world of those 
days was not our world but something very much 
smaller, and a sufficient witness had been borne 
throughout it to enaUe those who cared to know, 
to understand the amazing significance of this 
coming of the Son of Man to judge the earth. 

Such then in outline was the interpretation 
our LOTd gave of His own time, not surely simply 

» Rom. X. i8. • Col. i. 6. 

D 
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for the men of Hk own age, but for those of 
every time and for our time. For again and 
again since that first crisis there have arisen 
others characterized by the same signs of '' the 
coming of the Son of Man." One of the few 
great seers of our generation who has now passed 
to his rest, taught us this in words to which we 
do well to take heed now. 

" There are periods in the history of the Church 
— the history of the spiritual growth of humanity — 
which are at once an end and a beginning. The 
material forms of civilization grow old, and the 
life which they have at once protected and 
expressed takes a new shape. Unexpected forces 
reveal themselves. Unexpected evils make them- 
selves felt. Such periods are periods of intense, 
disordered, passionate feeling, men's hearts fail- 
ing them for fear, and for expectation of the 
things which are coming on the world. They 
are in the language of Scripture, periods of a 
new birth, full of the anguish of travail and yet 
sustained by the assurance of a greater joy. 
They are periods in which Christ is pleased to 
come to His people with some new revelation 
of His sovereign purpose and power— or in other 
words still clearer/' The Apostles looked for Christ 
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and Christ came in the lifetime of S. John. He 
founded His inmiovable kingdom. . . . He came, 
and we can see that He came at the time when 
Athanasius, the Champion of the East, vindicated 
the supreme independence of the Faith. . . . 
He came, and we can see that He came when the 
Italian Francis of Assisi claimed once more for 
the poor his place in the Church beside emperors, 
popes and nobles. ... He came, and we can 
see that He came at the time when men as far 
apart as Loyola and Philip Neri, Luther and 
Calvin, Colet and Cranmer showed in many parts 
and with many failures that Christ claims and 
satisfies the individual power of every man. . . . 
These successive spiritual revolutions were not at 
once recognized or understood. Christ moved 
among men and they did not know Him. But 
meanwhile beUevers were confessing their faith 
as we do that He should come again to judge the 
quick and the dead; and we now rejoice to 
acknowledge that their faith was not in vaiui 
though it was confirmed in ways which had not 
been forseen."^ 

It is for us then to discern in His coming now to 
judge the earth some of the signs which may help 
. » Westcott, Historic Faith, pp. 90, 91. 
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both our faith and our repentance. This chapter 
is too long ahready to do more than draw attention 
to the significance of the words, " The Coming of 
the Son of Man." We may ask, Is not Christ al- 
ready here and amongst us ? Is this not one of 
those facts of our Creed to which we fed we must 
hold with all our strength ? Against an absent 
Christ, the Church is ever protesting in wa)^ 
new and old, by faith and by sight, through 
reliance on His Word that He is in the midst of 
the two or three gathered together, and through 
the lighted lamp that attests His Presence in 
the empty church. We may not agree with 
those of the Roman Church who use the Eucharist 
of the Lord for purposes unknown in the Early 
Church, but we are in hearty sympathy with their 
object. A Church without Christ is a Church 
without Christianity. This being so, how do we 
explain the Coming of One Who is always present ? 
Coming does not deny Presence. Though always 
present, Christ comes to us in the Eucharist 
comes to us in sickness ; " know ye not certainly 
that this is God's Visitation," is what the priest 
is instructed to say ; comes to us at death — 
" Coming," here meaning an extension of Pre- 
sence towards us with a definite purpose to bless. 
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correct, strengthen, transform. So the Coming 
of the Son of Man to the world is His rising to 
correct things that need reformation, to help 
things forward that were lagging, to move 
that which had become rigid. And specially as 
we have seen, it means the bringing to birth that 
which is striving, but in vain, to come forth. 
Sometimes a good physician must sacrifice the life 
of the mother for the child, for that dread alterna- 
tive at times arises when children are come to the 
birth and there is no strength to bring forth. It 
was so with the Jewish Church, it must die that 
the Christian Chtirch might live. But travail 
pangs always mean suffering and risk, and the 
more highly civilized the mother the greater is 
the pain. But with the pain there is always 
hope, alwa5rs a great expectation attending the 
new birth. And so with Einrope now in the 
travail pangs of a new age, there is widespread 
sorrow, terrible affliction, and awful suflEering; 
but with it all a great hope, for the Good Phy- 
sician has come to help her through her pains, 
and to place in her lap the wonder of a new life. 



CHAPTER III 

HOW ST. JOHN INTERPRETED HIS 
TIME 

" Yea, I come quickly. Amen : come. Lord Jeans." 
— Rev. xxii. 20. 

TTI rE have seen how Christ interpreted His 
^ ^ own time, how He helped His disciples 
to see that there were inevitable tendencies in 
the world of their own age which would bring 
their accomplishment ; you cannot put back the 
clock, we say, or more truly you cannot reverse 
the inevitable current of hidden forces of an age. 
You cannot stay the fever of the body poUtic 
any more than you can of the physical 
body. It must nm its course. All the doctor 
can do is to control it as far as possible and to 
strengthen the patient. Christ wept over the 
fulfilment of this stem law in the case of the 
city He loved, for even He could not stay 
the judgment which was bound up with the 

42 
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hidden sources of corruption and death to which 
sin was ever ministering. "Wheresoever the 
carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered to- 
gether." ^ But Christ can minister to the disease. 
He can out of disorder bring order, out of chaos 
bring harmony. And so in'His interpretation there 
is the note of hope, the promise of deliverance, 
the expectation of redemption. And those dis- 
ciples that lived to see the end of their nation 
could face it, in spite of its horrors, with strength 
and confidence, knowing that their Master was in 
it, controlling the evil and bringing out the good. 

Now we might naturally expect that such an 
interpretation was the only one of its kind. 
Christ could see as no one else, could interpret as 
no other would dare to do. It might seem highly 
presumptuous for any one to suppose that he 
could read the mind of his age as Christ did. 
But we must remember that the prophets of 
old were able to read their own age, they 
looked far beneath the drcimistances of their own 
time, saw their tendencies and made wonderful 
predictions, and as we have seen, Christ Himself 
expects His disciples to read the signs of the time. 

We are not then surprised to find that Christ's 
1 S. Matt. xxiv. 28. 
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interpretation is not the only one the New Testa- 
ment gives US, but that a much longer and fuller 
one is given by one of His apostles. 

S. John, Hk most intimate friend, was neither 
philosopher nor statesman in the ordinary accept- 
aticm of those words. He would have been 
astonished indeed had any one of his friends 
r^arded him as anything else but a learner at the 
feet of Christ. His education had been of the 
simplest, and his experience of the world of the 
smallest. Of the poUcy of Rome or of his own 
little country he knew little or nothing. He was 
more at home with boats and nets than with the 
great and wise of the earth. The men and women 
he constantly met were of the peasant class like 
himself, simple, unassuming and quiet : of books 
he probably only knew one, the Jewish Scriptures. 
But he had been taught to think and ponder. He 
had been schooled in the most wonderful school 
that the world had seen, that of Christ ; and been 
educated under the very eye of the Great Master 
Himself. After Christ had passed behind the 
doud he had not only lived with one who was 
accustomed from her earUest years to think long 
and silently, but he hs^l experi^iced an amazing 
illumination and inspiration of his whole being. 



HOW S. JOHN INTERPRETED HIS TIME 45 

At times he would find himself carried away from 
home and friends, and transported into a region 
of ideas that without support would have made 
the mind reel. He could not have explained 
very clearly the difference between this mental 
activity when he was in the Spirit, and the same 
activity when he was teaching a body of disciples. 
But he knew it was different. In the one case 
he saw, in the other he argued. But it was tHe 
same mind that saw and inferred. 

Now S. John was one of the few who had lived 
through the tragedy of his coxmtry. The Temple 
in which he had often walked with his Master was 
gone, the Calvary where he had seen his Master 
crucified was no longer a green hill, but a heap of 
stones, the old landmarks were obliterated in the 
victorious march of the terrible Romans. He must 
have heard of many of the details of that horror of 
desolation, and realized how literally His Master's 
words had been fulfilled. Christ came, and he knew 
that He came, and in spite of the horrors he 
welcomed His coming. How often and often had 
he thought over the words spoken to S. Peter, 
" If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that 
to thee ? "1 He had supposed, as the great S. Paul 
1 S. John xxi. 22. 
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supposed, that they referred to His coming at the 
end of all things. He had looked with feverish 
expectation to that utter collapse of all created 
things, that destruction of the earth by fire, that 
last great day which meant the regeneration of the 
world, but he had learned that just as they had 
been mistaken in the first coming, which he and 
others had supposed would have been in triumph 
and glory, as Messiah Prince instead of the lowly 
carpenter's Son, so they were mistaken in this 
Second Coming. A Christ in the clouds attended 
by glorious angels, manifested to the eye of men, 
calling the dead from their graves and the living 
from their work, this had been the thought of all 
of them, but now he knew that this conception 
of the Coming of Christ was as far wrong as the 
earlier, and that Christ had come in the roar of the 
conflict between Jew and Roman, in the din of 
battle and the famine of the besieged, in the 
shout of the conqueror and the wail of the 
defeated. Yes, He had come then. 

But this was not His final Coming. There 
might and probably would be many Comings 
before that. To one who had learnt the great 
truth that history reveals Christ, the political 
history of the world was of course full of intense 
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interest. He had seen the gathering of the elect 
from the four comers of the earth, the fuller 
unity and larger freedom of the Church now that 
Judaism as a religion had practically gone. He 
had felt the power of the words " Your redemption 
draweth nigh." He had seen the wonderful 
increase of the [Kingdom, its growing attractive 
power, but now a new enemy was seeking its 
life. Leader after leader had perished in the 
remorseless attacks of Rome. The fiendish and 
diabolical malice of Nero in burning Christians to 
light up his gardens filled his mind with new 
horror ; and the relentless persecutions through- 
out the empire with the purpose of leading all 
men to worship the Emperor, that instrument of 
the devil as he felt him to be, he had himself 
experienced. Christ then would come again, of 
that he had no doubt. Even Judaea had not been 
more wicked than Rome. Even the cruelty of 
High Priest and Pharisee had not been so savage 
and wild as that of Rome. And for immorality 
and licentiousness what could Jerusalem show 
that would bear comparison with what he heard 
of Rome and what he saw in Asia Minor. Could 
such an Empire last ? Impossible. There were 
all the old signs of corruption and death. The 
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life was almost gone, the eagles could not be far 
off. And as he thought and thought, he was 
carried far away by the Spirit and saw the end ; 
the end of Rome, Babylon the great, the |if other 
of the Harlots and of the abominations of the 
Earth, the Woman drunken with the blood of 
the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of 
Jesus,^ the habitation of devils and the hold of 
every unclean spirit, of every unclean and hateful 
bird.« 

This he saw as plainly as Christ saw the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. It would be sudden and 
unexpected. '' In one day shall her plagues come, 
death, and mourning and famine, and she shall 
be utterly burned with fire." • And her doom 
would be irreversible, she would fall never to 
rise again. This was impressed in a never-to-be- 
forgotten image. "A strong angel took up a 
stone as it were a great millstone and cast it into 
the sea, saying, ' Thus with a mighty fall shall 
Babylon, the great city, be cast down, and shall 
be found no more at all. And the voice of harpers 
and minstrels and flute-players and trumpeters 
shall be heard no more at all in thee ; and no 

* Rev. xvii. 5. ■ Rev. xviii. 2. 

• Rev. xviii. 8. 
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craftsman, of whatsoever craft, shall be found 
any more at all in thee ; and the light of a lamp 
shall shine no more at all in thee ; and the voice 
of the bridegroom and of the hade shall be heard 
no more at all in thee/ " * Of Pagan Rome there 
would be nothing left but ruin. 

As to when this judgment wiU fall, S. John sees 
not. " Already within his memory the Capital 
had been twice in one year (a.d. 69) the scene of 
carnage and plunder, and although the Flavian 
Emperors inaugiurated a peace which lasted more 
than thirty years, there were ominous signs of 
fresh trouble. Domitian had no obvious heir, 
and his life was menaced by conspiracies ; at 
any moment Rome might be sacked again. But S. 
John looks beyond the end of Domitian's reign to 
a future which he does not attempt to fix." * He 
sees the mighty emfare breaking up from within. 
Internal dissensions will weaken her and at last 
the blow will descend. 

And as Christ warned His disciples to leave 
Jerusalem when the signs of her approaching 
doom were manifested, so the Apostle hears a 
voice from heaven urging the Christians of Rome 

* Rev. xviii. 21-23. 

■ Swete, The Apocalypse of St. John, p. 221. 
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to leave her. *' Come forth, my people, out of her, 
that ye have no fellowship with her sins, and that 
ye receive not of her plagues ; for her sins have 
reached even unto heaven, and God hath remem- 
bered her iniquities/' ^ 

. But though due to the hidden causes of 
corruption and wickedness, to those principles 
of evil which once admitted within any nation 
always mean death, yet this judgment, like that 
of Jerusalem, is an epoch in the spiritual as 
in the political world. It is a Coming of the 
Son of Man. It is Christ Who breaks the seals 
of the book of history. Who as it were turns its 
pages and lets loose the War, Famine, Death, 
and Persecution which lead to Rome's doom. 
These are not the expressions of a historic Fate 
to which all nations are a prey, but judgments 
foreseen and allowed of God. Yet they are the 
necessities which sin involves in its train, and 
it is significant that it is Nature itself as pictured 
by the four Living Creatures that bids them come 
forth; Nature longing to be rid of the evil in 
which it is involved by man's sin, appealing even 
to these appalling disasters in a voice of thunder, 
" Come." • For they are her travail pangs out of 
» Rev. xviii. 4, 5. • Rev. vi. i, 3, 7, 
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which is to come the new age. And this Christ 
permits — ^He breaks the seal and turns the blood- 
stained page. 

But not only does the Apostle depict Christ as 
having His hand on the evolution of History, but 
as taking an active part. In one Vision he sees 
Him on a white horse, leading as it were the grim 
procession of Death and Famine, but with bow 
and crown coming forth conquering and to conquer. 
And in another the Vision is clearer. He is not 
only seen on the white horse, but His mission is 
described as judging and making war in right- 
eousness.* His eyes saw into the very secrets 
of things for they were as a flame of fire. His 
many crowns indicated the succession of victories 
which He had already achieved. His garment 
sprinkled with blood showed that these were won 
through sujSering. His Name, "the Word of 
God," made clear that He came in the name of His 
Father. And He was followed by armies of heaven 
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, an angelic 
host ever waiting upon His conmiand. This is 
how He appears to those who have eyes to see, 
but to the world in general He creates gf eat alarm. 
They feel His presence but they dread His coun- 
* Rev. xix. 11-21. 
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tenance, crying "to the mountains and to the 
rocks, fall on us and hide us from the face of Him 
that sitteth on the throne and from the wrath 
of the Lamb."i 

This then is the dominant feature, it is a reve- 
lation of the Coming of the Son of Man. 

A second characteristic which S. John names 
as having been foretold by our Lord respecting the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and to be again ex- 
perienced in the destruction of Rome, is that it 
would be a period of great confusion. He depicts 
it in language similar to that used by our Lord, 
"the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, 
and the whole moon became as blood, and 
the stars of the heaven fell unto the earth, 
as a fig tree casteth her unripe figs, when she is 
shaken of a great wind."* There is darkness, 
there is a spiritual shaking of things that 
seemed to be stable and strong, and those who 
appeared to be as lights in the firmament, men 
who ought to have given help and leading, fall into 
carnal and earthly ways. Those who recall that 
whole period of Arian controversy, between Nicaea 
and the first sack of Rome in a.d. 410, will under- 
stand well how this picture was fulfilled. 

* Rev. vi. 16. * Rev. yi. 12, 13. 
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But through it all the Apostle, like his Master, 
sounds the note of hope. Though the love of 
many shall wax cold and iniqtdty shall abound, 
though the Church would be persecuted and 
at times seem as though it must be]destroyed, yet 
Christ's promise, " Not a hair of your head shall 
perish,"^ remains true. In more than one 
chapter S. John takes pains to show that the 
disciples of Christ are safe. First he depicts 
them as being sealed, i.e. kept secure under 
God's personal care, as a precious letter is kept 
safe ; under another image he regards them as 
the sanctuary of God, measured, i.e. surrounded 
by a line of demarcation which cuts them 
off from the court*^ without, where the un- 
believers are judged. But not only is safety 
promised, but something like that which our 
Lord anticipated in the gathering of the elect 
from the four comers is elaborated in a won- 
derful description of the purified Chmxh. Over 
against the great earthly kingdom which is 
brought to destruction is the great spiritual 
kingdom which endures for evermore. Rome 
boasted that she was the metropolis of the 
civilized world, as indeed she was, but the new 
1 S. Luke jod. 18. 
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Jerusalem will be the meeting place of all the 
nations of the earth. Her gates "he open to 
all quarters/' there is no refusal of admission to 
any people. The representatives of all nations, 
kindreds and peoples and tongues, are in the City 
of Christ. Rome was the habitation of devils, 
but the Church the habitation of the Spirit. 
Rome is depicted as the woman sitting upon a 
scarlet coloured beast, but the City of God 
comes down from heaven having the glory of God. 

Rome is arrayed in purple and scarlet with 
gold and precious stones and pearls, but the light 
of the holy city Jerusalem is like unto a stone 
most precious, as it were a jasper stone clear 
as crystal, her gates are gates of pearl and her 
foundations adorned with all manner of precious 
stones. 

Rome was famous for her temples, but in the 
City of God there is no temple, " for the Lord 
God the Almighty, and the Lamb, are the 
Temple thereof." » 

Rome was the sink of iniquity, the home of 
all the refuse of the earth, but in the holy Jeru- 
salem there entereth in nothing that is unclean 
nor that maketh abomination, or a he. 
^ Rev. xzi. 22. 
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Rome gloried in her illustrious river, but into 
its muddy stream everything that was foul was 
flung, and in the simuner heat it ministered 
death; the City of God had its river — ^but a 
river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceed- 
ing out of the Throne of God and of the Lamb 
in the midst of the street thereof. 

S. John seems to delight in pointing out 
the contrast between this mistress of the world 
of whose doom he was writing, and the new 
mistress of the world that should arise out of her 
ashes. His imagery is so glowing, his painting 
so brilliant, that it has been natural to suppose 
that he is depicting a Church of heaven rather 
than of earth, the Church of the Resurrection 
rather than of the life here. But we must re- 
member that the Apostle sees the vision of his 
own times and the coming years in a very strong 
light, the shadows are deep black, the lights are 
dazzling white, and as he had painted the evil 
in hideous and strong colours, so he painted the 
good in beautiful and gorgeous colours. It is 
impossible to suppose that after having carried 
us through all the stages of a bitter conflict 
between the forces of Christianity and those of 
Rome, he should leave us with no concrete 
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illustration of the glory of the conquering Church. 

With the doom and destruction of Rome he 
naturally sees, as Isaiah did, a new heaven and 
a new earth, free from that terrible sea, that 
source of confusion, out of which he saw the 
awful beasts arise ; and on that new and purified 
earth the Church arises in all her beauty and 
power. Even now, when the ideal has faded 
from men's minds, it can be said, "Already 
the many colours of the New Jerusalem and 
the flashes of its crystal luminary may be seen by 
those whose eyes are not closed against the 
heavenly vision; men slake their thirst in the 
river, and nations find healing in the leaves of 
the tree " ; ^ but then in the mind of the seer 
who sees all things in God and had known Christ 
face to face, the ideal was felt to be actual. 

So S. John, enUghtened by the Spirit of God, 
sees this third Coming of the Son of Man, so like 
that second Coming which he had himself wit- 
nessed in the destruction of Jerusalem ; * they 
were the things which he was assured must 
shortly come to pass, the time was at hand, and 
therefore the words of the prophecy must not 
be sealed, hidden away, but constantly pondered 
* Swete, Apocalypse. « Rev. xxii, 7. 
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over and thought about. ^ He heard his Lord 
saymg, " Behold I come quickly " ; and though 
he knew how terrible were some of the events 
which that coming involved, yet both the Chmxh 
and the Spirit Who indwelt her, eagerly cried 
*'Come." For without it how was the world 
to get right, how was she to be purified and made 
new? .Was not the Church S. John knew so 
well showing signs of weakness? Was she not 
continually tempted to take the easy middle 
line, to compromise with the truth, to contain 
within her membership those who held the 
teaching of Balak ? Did she not, as at Thyatira, 
sujSer teaching of an immoral tendency to be 
given to Christ's servants^ because the teacher 
was a person of too great importance to be dealt 
with ? Was she not, as Sardis, inclined to live 
on a past reputation, and to boast of her illus- 
trious history, whilst manifesting no real proof 
of spiritual life ? And were there not here and 
there, as in Laodicaea, more grievous signs, a 
quiet self-complacency and self-deceit, and an 
absurd assertion that not only was all well, but 
that they were rich in spiritual wealth, needing 
nothing, whereas any one who could look beneath 
* Rev. xxii. 10. 
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their outwardly formal and correct life could 
see that they were miserable, poor, blind and 
naked ? Were not the Church and the world so 
mixed up that you could hardly tell where the 
one began and the other ended ? And yet the 
Church was the light of the world, the lamp- 
stand on whose branches the dark places of the 
earth depended for their illumination, the stars 
whose shining gave light in this dark world's 
night. If the Lord came not there was likeli- 
hood that her witness would be silenced. 

For the apostle saw clearly enough that this 
conflict which he felt would grow more and more 
intense, was not simply between the Church and 
the Roman power. Behind that evil, persecuting 
authority, whether as seen in the emperors, or 
the lying, cruel Pagan priesthood, so eager to 
use every advantage the Imperial rescript gave 
them; behind them was the Dragon who had 
been cast down to the earth, and knowing that 
he had but a short time, was using all his craft 
and guile to destroy the Church. He made war 
with the rest of her seed which kept the com- 
mandments of God. He it was who gave his 
authority to the Imperial power, and led him 
to speak great things and blasphemies ; he it 
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was who made the State the object of universal 
worship, and patriotism or loyalty to the Emperor 
a religious force binding on every himian con- 
science. The Church by herself was not strong 
enough to cope with a power so cunning and 
deceitful, so strong and determined. And there- 
fore she looked for the Coming of the Son of Man 
to help her. Dost thou say, "' I come quickly " ? 
" Yea, even so come, Lord Jesus, that you may be 
our Refuge, our Leader, the Conqueror of Satan 
and the true Sovereign of the world." 

It is impossible to have looked even as super- 
ficially as we have at this wonderful interpreta- 
tion of his own times and their future, without 
longing for some prophet to-day similarly gifted, 
who would be able to take the same broad, 
comprehensive view of the Universal Church, 
her sins and her weaknesses, that S. John took 
of the Seven Churches, and be able to show us 
something of the inner meaning of this gigantic 
struggle between good and evil which we are 
now witnessing, and discern in it the gracious 
form of the Son of Man coming again to judge 
mankind and to lead the world on to a new age. 



CHAPTER IV 
THE INTERPRETATION OF HISTORY 

"Now these things happened unto them by way of 
example/' — i Cor. x. ii. 

\ T T'E have looked at two remarkable predic- 
^ ^ tions, one made by our Lord some forty 
years before it was fulfilled, the other made by 
the same Lord through His servant John some 
300 years before it was realized in history. Our 
attention is not directed to them as predictions, 
that is the least important side of their char- 
acter, but as interpretations of certain hidden 
causes which are always working behind the 
events of history, and which it is the duty of 
the Church to consider and understand. Such 
consideration in a time of great peril and grave 
anxiety not only helps us to face our sorrows 
and trials with the courage and determination 
that belong to men to whom high imperial 
responsibilities have been entrusted, but with 

00 
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that strong element of hope^ which is a necessary 
part of the faith that sees in this conflict a coming 
of the Son of Man. For this gives a real basis 
of somxd optimism. We not only know that Right 
will conquer Might because He is in the midst 
of us, but that these sorrows are only the neces- 
sary travail pangs that precede the birth of a 
new age. 

That this may be the clearer we shall now 
glance ^very rapidly over the historical fulfil- 
ments of these two predictions, adding to them 
a third like manifestation of His coming which 
must have been foreseen, though we have no 
record of its having been predicted. The Fall 
of Constantinople at thie hands of the Turks in 
the fifteenth century was an event in its import- 
ance and significance like to that of the Fall of 
Rome in the fifth century, and the Fall of Jeru- 
salem in the first. 

The question we ask here is this : When 
these predictions were realized in history, did 
their fulfilments present those features to which 
Christ and His disciple drew attention ? They 
were all alike terrible in the sufferings they 
caused, but were these afflictions redemptive? 
Whilst they destroyed the evil, did they evolve 
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the good ? Were there any signs that behind 
their horrors and cruelties. One was at work 
bringing order out of chaos, life out of death ? 
In other words, do they present themselves to 
our sober judgment as the comings of the Son 
of Man? They were, of course, the natural 
results of poUtical blindness, incompetence, effemi- 
nate weakness, luxurious self-indulgence, and 
civil discord, the kind of judgments history 
leads us to expect ; but was there anything beyond 
these ? Christ and His Apostle led us to expect 
that something else would be found, that there 
would be signs of His Presence both as Judge 
and Deliverer, that the evil would be judged 
and the good delivered from the bands in which 
it was imprisoned, that awful as such events 
would be in themselves, they would as surely 
mark the coming of a new era as they would 
mark the close of an old. It is to this that 
we now direct our attention in this brief 
outline. 

Now, the Fall of Jerusalem, as we have seen, 
was clearly foretold by our Lord, and ought to 
have been known ; j^t when it came, it came, 
as He said it would, as a great surprise ; a riot 
here and a tumult there, and then the siege. 
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followed by the destruction of the city. Great 
and important as it was, its effects were out of 
all proportion to its own significance. For the 
Jewish Church was at an end. With the cessation 
of the daily sacrifice and the Temple worship, 
there was no longer that ancient people of God 
which for 1,000 years had stood for the Old 
Testament Covenant. For this great catastrophe 
was not reUeved, as the Babylonian overthrow 
had been, by any promise of restoration ; it 
meant distinctly the close of the Old Dispensa- 
tion, and the definite, clear beginning of the New. 
As Dean Milman writes : "The political exist- 
ence of the Jewish nation was annihilated. It 
was never again recognized as one of the states 
and kingdoms of the world. Judaea was sentenced 
to be portioned out to strangers — the capital 
was destroyed — ^the Temple demolished— the 
royal house almost eirtinct — ^the high priesthood 
buried under the ruins of the Temple." * There 
was an end. 

But there was also a beginning, for the fall of 

Jerusalem was not only for the religious history 

of the world an end as complete as death, but 

through the estabUshment of a spiritual Church 

^ Dean Milman, His^^^ of the Jews. 



64 THIS TIME AND ITS INTERPRETATION 

was a beginning as glorious as the Resurrection. ^ 
No one can read the Epistles of S. Paul without 
seeing how hampered the Church had been through 
the presence within it of thousands of Judaistic 
Christians. There was sore need for some event 
to bring freedom. And nothing but the de- 
struction of Jerusalem could, humanly speaking, 
have done it. But once Jerusalem was gone, 
the Christian Church was free to go forward on 
its path. The bridges linking it to the past 
were burnt. Its world-wide destiny was made 
clear. 

Now it is interesting to remember that God 
had prepared His people for this change. The 
important question — and no more important 
one has ever arisen within the Church — ^whether 
the Gentiles were to be fellow-heirs with the 
Jews, not only in the Christian promises but 
in the freedom of the Christian life, had, after 
bitter controversy, been decided. The Chris- 
tians, many of whom were Jews, could no longer 
be taunted for their dislo5^ty to the Temple, 
for the Temple was gone : they could no longer 
be urged to go up to Jerusalem at the time of 
the great festivals, for Jerusalem was no more. 
» Bishop Westcott, Historic FaUh, 90. 
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The Church for the first time was free to go 
forward unfettered. 

Whether the Epistle to the Hebrews was written, 
as some of the latest scholars beUeve, after the 
destruction of Jerusalem, or not, it expresses 
quite clearly the new spirit that must pervade 
the Christian Church. Christ Jesus is not simply 
the human Messiah as some Jewish Christians 
were inclined to regard Him, but the Eternal 
Son of God, the very Image of the Person of 
God,* the High Priest of Humanity, through 
Whom the priceless Sacrifice upon the Cross 
could be offered to the Father, possessing an 
eflftcacy which the old Jewish sacrifices never 
possessed. The Church is not a Jewish sect, but 
the Temple of God, the Body of Christ, offering 
its service through its ministry. All that the 
Jewish Chiu-ch had to give was more than fulfilled 
in her, and so inspired, the Chiu-ch was to over- 
come the world. And none can doubt that there 
was a large opportunity. It is sad to think 
how it was missed. It was inevitable that, as 
the Apostolic days faded in the distance, there 
should be speculation as to the great truths of the 
Christian faith. No one could be surprised that 
* Hebrews i. 3. 
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as the human intellect began to measure the 
greatness of the Incarnation, difference of opinion 
should be expressed. The misfortime was that 
attempts were made to silence heretical teaching 
by force. The record of the Coimcil of Nicaa 
is not pleasant reading for those who believe in 
the truth of the doctrine which it affirmed. 
The Creed was to be enforced by banishment 
and the burning of heretical books. And the 
force thus manifested was met by a more brutal 
exercise of power during the triumph of Arianism. 
We need only think of the persecutions of Athana- 
sius and Cluysostom to realize how far Chris- 
tians had drifted from the life and teaching 
of their great Head. The Church was now cleft 
in twain, and its power of evangelizing the world, 
if not gone, greatly curtailed. It was needful 
that some new shock should be given if the 
Church were to regain her miity and be freed 
from the perilous power of the State. For in 
the joyous welcome of a Christian Emperor there 
were notes of unhealthy submission to his high 
position, not only in things temporal but spiritual. 
" Bishop of Bishops," " Equal to the Apostles," 
were the expressions of reverence that were paid 
to him, and after his death, as he lay in his 
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sepulchre, "lights were burned before him, 
prayers were ofEered up to him, miracles believed 
to be wrought by him." The dangers to the 
Christian Chiu"ch of this new State worship were 
obvious, and were realized in the successors to 
Constantine. What could give the Church her 
freedom and her imity ? 

It may seem strange to us that an event 
so horrible as the sack of Rome should have 
been God's instrument for bringing so great 
a blessing. We have already seen something 
of the nature of the causes that led to its fall, 
but the point to which we draw attention 
is^ that through the result of its own evil 
deeds it was made the means for bringing 
blessings to the Church and the world. So in 
the fouith and the fifth decade of the fifth cen- 
tury the second great Visitation of God took 
place in the Siege and Fall of Rome. It might 
have been thought that to the Christian Church 
it would come as a great deliverance, as it meant 
the downfall of Paganism, but the onslaught of 
the Barbarians was so terrible that it terrified 
Christians and Pagans aUke. " The first appal- 
ling intelligence of tlus event," writes Dean Mil- 
man, " shook the Roman world to the centre. 
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The fearful scene of pillage, violation and de- 
struction by fire and sword was imagined to 
surpass in its horrors everjrthing recorded in pro- 
fane or sacred history. It was generally believed, 
not only by the heathen, but by the most Uberal 
minded of the Christians, that it was the prelude 
to the destruction of the world." When the 
first stmming tidings of the fall of the Imperial 
City reached Jerome in his retirement in Palestine, 
he was amazed — " My voice falters, sobs stifle 
the words I dictate, for she is a captive, that city 
which enthralled the world." The captmre re- 
presents itself to his vivid fancy as one dark 
and terrific mass of havoc and ruin. He heaps 
together the awful passages in the Old Testa- 
ment on the capture of Jerusalem and other 
Eastern cities, and the noble lines of Virgil 
on the sack of Troy, as but feebly descriptive 
of the night in which fell the Moab of the West. 
Now as the destruction of Jerusalem meant 
the downfall of Judaism, so the sack of Rome 
meant the extinction of Paganism. Nothing 
Pagan had escaped but that which found shelter 
imder Christianity. Pope Innocent retimied 
to a city, if in some parts ruined and desolate, 
now entirely Christian. The ancient religion 
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was buried beneath its ruins. We ask with 
interest was there any prophet of that time who^ 
Uke the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
was able to interpret the event, show its signi- 
ficance and its lessons ? It is part of the tragedy 
that Rome fell without a historian to record its 
fall. The Greek 2^imus did describe it, but 
the description is lost. There is only one written 
memorial. It is that of Augustine. He was 
allowed to see something of its significance, and 
in his Civitas Dei — ^the City of God, the greatest 
of all his works — ^he tells what it meant. As 
he contemplates the ruins of Rome's greatness, 
and feels the instability of the strongest govern- 
ments, the insufficiency of the most authorita- 
tive statesmanship, there hovers over the ruins 
a splendid vision of the City of God coming down 
out of heaven as a bride for her husband. The 
old social system is crumbling away on all sides, 
but in its place he seems to see a pure Christen- 
dom. From the beginning a City of God has 
alwa)^ lived alongside the kingdoms of the' 
world and their glory, and now the downfall of 
the earthly power will give it freedom to mani- 
fest itself.^ That 'was the Vision. How did it 
^MarcusDods, FostMcentLihmry, S.AugusHn^^FreiBce. 
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shape itself in the centuries that foUowed? A 
kingdom must have a king. There was but one 
ruler in Rome after its destruction, and that was 
the Bishop. The Emperor being out of Rome 
at Ravenna, the Bishop alone was invested with 
permanent and real power, with the reverence, 
if not the love of the people. So out of the ruins 
of the Pagan City arose the Papacy. 

Now whatever may be said of the abuse of this 
great (^portunity in the mediaeval age, there is no 
question that in the early da}^, when new nations 
were springing up, the centralized authority of 
Rome was of the greatest possible advantage to 
the world as well as to the Church. Like monas- 
ticism, for a time it served well. Heathen Rome 
had been raised to conquer and to civilize. So 
to Christian Rome was appointed a far loftier 
destiny. " It was hers to mediate between 
hostile nations — to reconcile sovereigns and 
their people--^o superintend the policy, restrain 
the ambition, redress the injustice, and punish 
the crimes of princes — and to render the 
Apostolic Throne the source and centre of an 
holy influence which should inform and animate 
and amalgamate the whole."^ That was the ideal. 

1 See Hildebrand, Stephen's Ecclesiastical Essays. 
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Again, before the Church lay a wide field of 
OK>ortunity. Paganism was gone, the tyrannical 
force of Emperors was gone. The wonderful 
prestige and dignity of Rome was in the hands 
of a Christian Bishop. What possibilities open 
out as we think of all the resources of the Kingdom 
of God ! 

Had the Bishop exercised his authority in a 
reasonable way; had he acknowledged the 
old Patriarchates of the East and confined his 
ambitions within the sphere of the West, accept- 
ing for himself the position of Primus tnter pares, 
how very different the^ future of the Chm-ch 
would have been. But again man's self-will 
marred God's plans. The names of Innocent, 
Leo, Gregory and Hildebrand recall the achieve- 
ment of some of those purposes which Rome 
was destined to fulfil ; they also show the dangers 
of spiritual ambition to which central authority 
is alwa}^ exposed. At last the Papacy broke 
by its own weight. 

In 1378 the great Schism of the West took 
place, a schism that lasted forty years. In 1409 
there were actually three Popes claiming autho- 
rity, and the failure of spiritual leadership neces- 
sarily led to the gross licentiousness of Bishops, 
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clergy and people, and abominable cruelty 
towards those who were trying to find their way 
to the light. Unless something had happened, 
the Christianity of that time would have become 
a worse enemy to the faith than Judaism or 
Paganism. But imseen influences were already 
feeling their way. They needed only the shock 
of a great crash to hberate them. That shock 
came in the Siege and Fall of Constantinople in 

1453. 

It is singular that but six months before this 
terrible catastrophe East and West had cele- 
brated their Union in the Church of S. Sophia. 
This Union, however, had no reaUty, was at 
once renounced by the Greeks, and the blow 
descended which was to bring the Eastern Empire 
to an end and reduce the power of the Papacy 
to a shadow of its former glory. It is impossible 
to over-estimate the horror of this third great 
judgment and its effect upon Europe. " Every- 
where," writes Bishop Crdghton, " a wail of 
sorrow was heard. Not only was the sentiment 
of Europe outraged by the Fall of Constantinople, 
and the forcible entrance of a new religion into 
the domains of Christendom, but commercial 
communications with the East were checked. 
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and there was an uneasy feeling of dread how 
far the Turkish power might push its borders 
in Europe. And this because the central 
authority of Church and Empire was gone. 
The Papacy was useless. iEneas Sylvius, who 
was then secretary to the Emperor, and 
himself became Pope five years later, only 
describes the facts when he writes thus of the 
spirit and state of Christendom : " It is a body 
without a head, a republic without laws or 
magistrates. The Pope and Emperor may shine 
as lofty titles, as splendid images, but they are 
imworthy to command and none are willing to 
obey." Four hundred years before, the Pope 
had authority sufficient to call up a united 
Eiurope against the Turk, but now this was gone. 
Seventy years' later Luther burnt the Pope's 
Bulls and published the Babylonish Captivity. 
Within a century Rome lost Great Britain, 
Germany, Holland, Switzerland, Denmark, and 
Scandinavia. There was an end, but there was 
also a beginning, a beginning of freedom, and 
wholesome reform. The difficulties were great, 
but as we look back now we feel what wonderful 
opportimities lay before the Church. Savonarola, 
bom a year before Constantinople fell, Colet who 
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sat at his feet in Florence, Gerson, Chancdlor of 
Paris, John Huss, Professor of Divinity in Prague, 
and Thomas k Kempis, Saint and Mystic, are 
all samples of the power of the new religious 
life which was already making itself felt. Every- 
where men were looking with eagerness to the 
New Truth which ^)rang into light with the 
rediscovery of the Bible. " For out of the ashes 
of Constantinople Greece arose from the dead 
with the New Testament in her hand. ... To 
the Greek exiles from the fallen City of 
Constantine we owe the purest and most en- 
during elements of the Reformation, namely, 
the New Testament in its original language 
and the revival of Greek learning which gave 
us critics and commentators to unfold its 
meaning." ^ 

This great gift of the New Testament in Greek 
with the impetus which the study of Greek gave 
to the knowledge of it, was, we may venture to 
say, just what the new age was needing. For 
this was the period of the Renaissance or rebirth 
of Europe. Under the new freedom of thought 
there was a tendency to break all the old fetters 
of restraint and authority. Men thought freely 

* Stanley, History of the Eastern Church, p. 218. 
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on every subject. The earth was no longer 
r^axded as the centre of the Universe, Europe 
and Asia were no longer the only great conti- 
nents. The genius of Copernicus and the dis- 
covery of America revolutionized ideas, and a zeal 
for knowledge was awakened such as the world 
had never known before; schools, colleges and 
universities were founded everjwhere throughout 
Europe, and printing made possible in ways 
before unknown the circulation of books. Had 
it not been for the rediscovery of the Bible and 
specially the quickened study of the New Testa- 
ment the world might have become Pagan. No 
one can read George Eliot's picture of religious 
thought and society in Florence when Savonarola 
was preaching his great sermons, without feeling 
how different the life of Europe would have 
been without the tragedy of Constantinople. It 
not only made men wonder and think, for the 
centre of the Christian thought and civilization 
was now in the hands of its sworn enemy the 
Turk, but it released forces which for long 
had been striving to make themselves felt, and 
now with a burst of joyous freedom invaded 
Europe. 
It was perhaps natural that this freedom should 
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degenerate into license, that the loss of the 
authority which the Papacy had exercised should 
result in an exaggerated individuaUsm which 
was as dangerous in its way as the attitude of 
passive submission. For four hundred and fifty 
years this intellectual freedom to think as we 
please, without regard to the thoughts of others, 
has been working its way to undisputed pre^ 
eminence. The condition of the Christian Church 
to-day, split into hundreds of warring and com- 
peting sects, its life withered by continuous con- 
troversy, and its strength sapped by perpetual 
rivalry cries out for a change. And it may be 
that this world-wide war with its sieges and 
counter-sieges in all parts of Europe may bring 
Sectarianism to a close, as those great events at 
which we have looked brought Judaism, Pagan- 
ism and the Papacy to a close. 

Whether this be the case or not, enough has 
now been said to justify the opinion that Christ 
uses these great world catastrophes as His oppor- 
timities for regenerating the world. As sick- 
ness calls for the ph3^ician, and civil discord 
calls for the Statesman, so these strange and 
awful conflicts, when the passions of men are at 
their worst, and hiunanity seems degraded by 
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their horrors beyond the possibility of redemp- 
tion, call for the wisdom of God. Then the Son 
of Man comes to raise Humanity from corrup- 
tion and death and give it a new start, carry- 
ing it forward in undreamt-of paths through the 
power of His Church. 



CHAPTER V 

" THIS TIME " AND ITS 
INTERPRETATION 

"These things . . . were written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the ages are come." — i Cor. x. i i. 

WE have seen that Qirist expects His dis- 
ciples to watch the signs of the times with 
at least the same interest and concern as that with 
which they observe the phj^cal phenomena of the 
world in which He has placed them, and that 
He has given ns certain clues by which we may 
discern their tendency, clues which, by the 
power of the Spirit, enabled one who was neither 
philosopher nor poet to read the signs of his own 
age and thereby benefit both the Church and 
the world. And we have further seen how 
history as it has imrolled itself has shown the 
accuracy of his reading. Now as S. Paul says, 
" These things were written for our admonition 
on whom the ends of the ages are come." 

7« 
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" The ends of the ages are come." Not even 
in Apostolic times were these words more full 
of significance than now. No one expects the 
world to be the same at the end of the war as 
it was at the beginning. There will be an 
end to much that we cherish, but there will also 
be a beginning. This world crisis has all the 
marks of those great world crises which we have 
before looked at. , 

There is the superficial resemblance wholly 
unexpected that this war should in the main be 
a great siege, in which entrenchment and assault 
are the main features. And there is the hope 
that in it the Fall of Constantinople will be the 
outstanding event. But beyond these coinci- 
dences there are the well-known characteristics 
our Lord marked out as connected with all such 
days of the Lord. There was the widespread 
restlessness, intellectual and social, the theme 
of papers and magazines, and the hope that satis- 
faction of yearning desires might be found in this 
or that person, scholar or leader. And then 
the event itself burst upon the world with re- 
markable suddenness. The ultimatmn to Serbia 
was dispatched but twelve days before Europe 
was in a blaze. Many were caught even in their 
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holiday excursions, so qtiickly did events move. 
Then again the anguish and tribulation of these 
da}^ bids fair to surpass anything in previous 
history. And then again, were there not many 
signs, in the White Slave Traffic, the luxurious 
living, the prevalence of inunorality, drunken- 
ness and gambling amongst all classes, that 
pointed to a corruption which invited judgment. 
Literature and the drama alike testified to a 
carelessness and indifference to wholesome ideals 
of manhood and womanhood which meant that 
the standards of morality were being lowered. 

What, then, does it mean ? 

If we may infer from such similar judgments 
as we have already considered, it means at least 
this, that there will be an end and a beginning, 
that this world-wide struggle will mark the divid- 
ing line between the old and the new, that 
the twentieth century even more than the 
nineteenth will be a period of great changes. 
And for no less a reason than this, that it 
is a time of Divine Visitation, a time more 
than any other during the last four centuries, 
which may be characterized as the Coming of 
the Son of Man. Even had we no such indica- 
tions as have been suggested, it could not but 
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happen that a time so marked as this has been 
by the works of the devil, should be even more 
marked by His Presence Who was manifested 
that He might destroy them. He has come, 
and we can see that He has, not only to 
pass sentence upon the evil but to bless and 
help all the good. The amazing sacrifice so 
freely made by those who had the best of Ufe 
before them, the wonderful patience of the 
suffering, the ready and joyful care of the woimded 
and sick are all expressions of His active Presence 
in the battlefield. 

But He, great and wise as He is, the very Wis- 
dom and Righteousness of God, is not simply the 
Friend of the needy, the Ph5^ician of the sick, 
the Comforter of them that mourn, but the Leader 
of the Hosts of God guiding and directing as the 
World-Statesman the issues of the war. 

But as we have said, some things must come to 
an end, as other things have a beginning. What 
are these things ? The AUies have set certain 
objects before them which they must attain 
before framing articles of peace. And one of 
these is the destruction of Prussian Militar- 
ism. This is an entirely novel purpose in war. 
If it means anything it means the overthrow of 
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war. Prussian Militarism is nothing if it is not 
the assertion of the supremacy of might over 
right. But if this is conquered then the principle 
of war is gone, for the opposite, which is the 
assertion of right over might, implies discus- 
sion, arUtraticm, the submission of causes to a 
Tribunal which will judge what is right. The 
complaint lodged against Prussia is that she has^ 
by the devotion of all her thoughts to her army 
and navy, built up a great force on which she 
could rely for her own purposes. If her am- 
bitions were not satisfied in the councils of peace, 
then she would draw her sword and enforce her 
demands by her army and navy. This was a 
perpetual threat to Europe, and the Allies are 
determined that it shall never happen again, 
that her teeth shall be drawn and her power to 
disturb the peace of Europe taken away from her. 
But this purpose must be applied all round. 
What is forbidden to Prussia is forbidden to any 
other nation. There is then to be in future an 
equality amongst the peoples of Europe, free 
from any dominating military state. Armies 
and navies will exist, but there is to be no such 
preponderance anjnvhere as to excite the jealousy 
and fear of others. This is the first great thrust 
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at the principle of war that the world has seen. 
And if it be successful, there are a number of 
serious considerations which will prevent its being 
forgotten. We are not yet able to measure the 
effect of the immense loss of human life on the 
civilized world. A large part of the rising man- 
hood of the nations will be destroyed or maimed. 
Europe will have to wait ten, fifteen or twenty 
years before this waste will be repaired. What- 
ever the effect may be, it is certain that it will 
eat deep down into the heart of the people. 
For in this war more than in any other the whole 
of a nation, and not merely a part of it, has been 
engaged. Our army, increased to ten times its 
original size and drawn from every class, has 
been supported by the entire nation. The war 
has entered every home, and apart from its high 
motive of patriotism is cordially hated. O^y in 
a few exceptional places has it brought gain 
rather than loss. So the growing dislike which the 
Democracy of this age has of war, will be greatly 
strengthened. And to add to this the dreary 
routine of the present conflict is never likely to 
be forgotten. The old cloak of romance which 
hid horrors of war has been torn aside, and we 
see in place of the thrilhng narratives with 
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which writeis have made us familiar, a dull 
story of immense lines of battle opposed to 
one another for months together, only broken 
by gallant charges, after long periods. And the 
rude nakedness of war has been further dis- 
figured by evil and diaboUcal machinations be- 
yond the imagination of man. War was ever an 
ugly thing in spite of the cloak of chivahy 
thrown round her*; she has now become a 
hideous devil to be abhorred of all mankind. 
Again, none can as yet measure the effect of 
the enormous war expenditure. That it will 
have far-reaching results leading to national ex- 
haustion is certam. This will prove to every citizen 
of every State that no possible gain of territory 
can ever make war worth while. It is said that 
generations to come will forget these painful 
lessons and that though another European war 
may be avoided for a century, yet man, being 
as he is a fighting animal, when the nations have 
recovered their strength there will be a fresh 
outbreak. This, however, supposes that man- 
kind, which has throughout its history always 
made progress towards its higher ideals, will 
stand still and have no more enlightened con- 
ceptions concerning this scoiurge of mankind 



THIS TIME AND ITS INTERPRETATION 85 

than it has now, and that regardless of the 
exhaustion and misery which it knows war pro- 
duces^ will again conunit a stupendous folly and 
a gross crime. It is not only the fact that 
duelling, the war of single combat, has disap- 
peared, but that further progress along the same 
lines has been made. Even since the Battle of 
Waterloo arbitration treaties have actually 
been framed between the two most advanced 
peoples, and an endeavour has been made to set 
up a perpetual tribimal to which all serious inter- 
national questions may be referred, so there is 
room for a hope that this may be the last 
Eiuropean war. Armies and navies will no 
doubt continue to exist, but gradually, as inter- 
national justice comes to be respected and 
relied upon, they will diminish in size and 
importance. The end of war, then, may be 
one of the possibiUties which He, the Son of 
Man, Who never advances His kingdom be- 
yond the limits of our co-operation, will effect. 
This is the hope for the world, but what for 
the Church ? 

It is the Church to which Christ specially 
comes at times like these, for the Church is His 
Body, His Instrument, and the only one He has for 
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guiding and directing the world. It is not without 
significance that the book which portra}^ most 
graphically the Divine judgments on Rome has 
for its preface Christ's message to the Church 
with the sevenfold appeal, " He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the 
churches." The Churches are the candlesticks, 
and in the midst of the candlesticks, now as 
then, there is one like unto the Son of Man, with 
His eyes as a flame of fire. His feet Uke unto 
burnished brass, and His voice as the voice of 
many waters.^ He comes to each of the 
Churches in Europe discerning clearly the right 
and the wrong, praising the good, rebuking the 
evil, approving the true, reprobating the false. 
He comes to set the whole Church on a new path. 
We have seen how He deUvered His people 
from the bondage of Judaism and set them forth 
in the way of Uberty, how they turned this to 
Ucense, and again He set up in the Papacy 
a citadel of authority and control that would 
prevent the truth from being overborne by 
error. And again when authority became tyranny, 
and the chair of S. Peter was defiled by greed, 
avarice and immoraUty, He again set her free 
1 Rev. ii. 7, and 12 to 15. 



THIS TIME AND ITS INTERPRETATION 87 

with fresh inspiration from the forgotten word of 
God and such control as national life could give. 

All these movements of progress were bom 
out of suffering and distress, and all took cen- 
turies — we might almost say ages — to mature. 
At first the Chiux:h, purified through suffering, 
felt her way to the larger liberty, but gradually 
as the stress lessened and the path became 
easier, self-indulgence and corruption crept in, 
and a change became necessary. 

Is not the Christian Church feeling such a need 
to-day? 

The freedom which characterized the Reforma- 
tion has been carried to its utmost limits. Sect 
after sect has broken away from the Church, till 
at last not only are the differences between them 
so refined that none but one well acquainted with 
their history could say wherein it lay, but that 
it is difficult to find a name which would express 
either the cause of its origin or the principles for 
which it stands. Independently of the serious 
waste of money and energy involved in the 
placing of new buildings where they were not 
wanted, this division has led to the loss of in- 
fluence over the world. Nothing has been so 
lamentable in' the present conflict as the failure 
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of the Church to make her voice heard. As she 
had no power to control the hidden causes of 
the struggle, so she has had no power to influence 
the course of the conflict. Protestant Europe 
may smile at the Pope for his inabiUty to stay 
the war or even mitigate its horrors, but she 
herself is equally powerless. Though Europe 
is Christian there has never been a war within 
her borders marked by such defiance of Christian 
principles. But in addition to her ineffective- 
ness, these deplorable divisions have shown such 
a .clinging to privilege, and such devotion to 
rights apart from responsibiUties,that the world 
has to some extent lost that respect for her, which 
had been engendered in the beginning when 
self-sacrifice, meekness and love were her 
chief characteristics. After all, said the world, 
you are very much like ourselves only we make 
no profession. 

So partly through weakness, partly through 
the satire of the world, partly it may be through 
the loss of convictions so sturdily maintained 
by our ancestors, divisions have become un- 
popular. Everywhere there is a desire to 
join up again. Everjnvhere there is an endeavour 
to look upon the things of others and see what 
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is vital to them, as well as what is vital to our- 
selves. It is no longer commonly said you must 
give up everything if you are to be one with us, 
but what can we mutually give up without sur- 
render of principle? 

And two principles are slowly emerging and 
calling for widespread recognition. On the one 
hand there is the Uberty of prophesying, the 
right to exercise the freedom of the spirit in 
prayer and preaching; on the other hand the 
discipline of the Episcopate, the necessity that 
all the divine offices of the m3^tical Body of 
Christ should be duly safeguarded by proper 
authority. 

There can be no unity till these complementary 
principles be acknowledged. It is incredible 
that the Free Chiurches should give up their 
freedom, and equally incredible that the CathoUc 
Churches should give up their order. Both are 
vital to the progress of the Church, and both are 
found enshrined in the Bible. This is not the 
place to say how or where they can both be 
included, but to express the conviction that 
Sectarianism will pass away as surely as 
Judaism, Paganism, and the Papacy have 
passed away. In a sense of course Judaism is 
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still with us, and in a stronger sense the 
Papacy is with us, but both have lost that out- 
ward compelling authority which gave them 
their chief significance. Rabbis may still in- 
fluence Jews, and Popes may still influence Roman 
Catholics, but the power over the world is gone. 
And Sectarianism may still have its followers, 
but the Churches are at last recognizing that 
their power lies in union rather than division, 
in coming together rather than keeping apart. 
Had we, then, a prophet to predict the glory 
of the coming Church with the same power 
as the author of the Civitas Dei he would show 
us a picture resembling more really that of the 
Apocal}^pse than that of any yet seen, a Church 
whose origin is alwaj^ mysterious and secret, 
from above rather than below, of heaven rather 
than earth, showing the widest hospitality with 
her twelve gates open day and night, brilliant 
with the most varied gifts ; exactly proportioned, 
her breadth being not greater than her length, 
nor her length than her height ; strong in her 
foundations of Apostolic Faith, Order and 
Authority, and yet the water of life flowing freely 
in her midst ; her streets paved with self-sacri- 
fice, and the nations finding thieir life in her. 
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Out of the horrors, ruins and desolation of war 
there will emerge in the coming age a united 
Christendom. 

It will be called a dream less likely of reaUza- 
tion even than the cessation of war. And yet 
there are signs everywhere, not only as we have 
said of the spirit of unity, but of its finding out- 
ward expression. The present conflict will have 
drawn many together who supposed that in 
faith they were widely separated. Russians, 
French, British and Italians have not fought 
side by side together without learning an increased 
respect for those various aspects of the Christian 
Faith which they have maintained. The Protes- 
tant who witnessed a battalion on its knees at 
Mass in the open air before going into the fight, 
will always feel a tender reverence for that which 
^t the supremest hour of all laid its power over 
those who were about to give up all they had 
for his cause, and the Roman Catholic who saw 
the Protestants standing with bent heads in 
silent prayer before they made the great sacrifice, 
will find a new faith in the reality of that which 
was devoid of all form. The Frenchman notes 
with surprise and pleasure the extreme care the 
£aglish chaplain is taking in the celebration of 
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the Divine Mj^teries that is held ia the bam, and 
the Englishman as he watches the Communion 
of the French regiment in the wood f eek there 
is more likeness hi the outward form of service 
than he supposed Talks in hospital, the trench, 
the train, clear away many misconceptions. The 
atmosphere of the battlefield is one of intense 
reality; Death with its amazing possibiUties is 
near to every one, and all a man knows of his 
Creed is thrown into his life. This may be very 
slight but is priceless in value. God, Jesus 
Christ, the soul and immortaUty, are the points 
of common and universal experience. And the 
form which brings home their meaning best is 
that which they have known in their earUest 
days. That is sacred to each, and because it is 
varied is revered of all. Eyes have been opened 
and hearts enlarged, and a man's respect for his 
neighbour's faith deepened. But unless we are 
mistaken in the narrative of these experiences, 
there is no feeling that because these varied out- 
ward expressions of faith have each their own 
sanctity, it does not matter what you beUeve. 
On the contrary the faith that is to carry a man 
through death must be clear and as full as 
possible, without any complexity. Pandeno- 
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minationalism, as it has been called, has no 
place in the battlefield. A man when he faces 
death must know, not what others believe, but 
what he beUeves; it is not the largest common 
denonunator that he is seeking but the simplest 
and most direct personal faith. What he needs 
is not the convictions of others but convictions 
of his own, not the widest possible Creed but 
that clear vision of God and Christ that he 
learned at his mother's knees. 

Now this drawing together of men of various 
faiths during war time has been experienced in 
similar ways during the happy years of peace. 
The Student Movement has been able in a remark- 
able way to bring together for conference and 
devotion men and women of different forms of 
fedth and experience. At Constantinople four 
years ago practically every important Christian 
communion 'n the world was represented by 
delegates. There were envoj^ not only from 
every great Western branch of the Church, 
but from the Greek orthodox Church, from 
the Gregorian, Nestorian, Coptic and Maronite 
Churches, from the Jacobite Syrian Com- 
munion of Travancore. It was not surprising 
that the Ambassador of ja great power who 
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witnessed this extraordinary gathering, said that 
in his judgment the Student Movement was 
doing more to unite the nations than arbitration 
treaties, military alliances and Hague Confer- 
ences. These University students met together 
in perfect amity, feeling that on the one hand 
their own Church convictions would not be trifled 
with, and that on the other they would in the 
light of a conmion taith learn to respect the 
convictions of others. 

So the coming generation of men and women 
are not only showing their weariness of that which 
divides, but their love of that which unites, and 
a new spirit is coming over Christendom of 
mutual respect and toleration. 

What effect this may have on the Churches it 
is difficult to foresee. That the time is not ripe 
for Corporate Unity or even for Federation 
would seem to be clear. These ultimate goals 
may, however, be reached by the way of alliance, 
or if that be too formal a term, it surely ought 
to be possible to have a religious Entente amongst 
all the conununions of Christ's Church, which 
would dissipate jealousies and lead to under- 
standings. 

Something of the kind is rendered necessary 
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by the character of the new loeginnmg which 
the war will inaugurate. As it 'will bring to a 
close that which is corrupt and {ready to die, so 
it will bring to the birth that w|tich is new and 
eager to Uve. A new era is ajbout to set in. 
And if we ask where are the sigijis, we look east- 
wards perhaps more than westwards. In the 
West the reform of social abuses,! a fuller liberty, 
and a more real brotherhood amiongst all classes 
are certain to come, but in the| Near and Far 
East there are changes of mnd^ vaster signifi- 
cance. 

It would be not untrue to say that what the 
four centuries from the Fall of Constantinople 
witnessed in the West, may be repeated in the 
like period of time from the second Fall of the 
City (as we hope) in the East. 

If, as we trust, the dead hand of Turkey is 
removed, if the Balkan populations have oppor- 
tunity to develop their singuhu: resources, if 
the great Russian Empire purstes its path of 
progress in peace and order without revolution, 
what an amazing development the centuries 
will witness. Not only in conmierce and industry, 
but in literature, art and educaiion there will 
be a leap forwards which will astoiish those who 
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are alive to see i^. And if there be good hope of 
a Renaissance iq the Near East, which will have 
no parallel excejpt the remarkable revival that 
was witnessed iq the West in the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries, there is even a more certain 
hope of a Renaijssance in the Far East. Those 
who have read M^. Eddy's interesting book mider 
that title will l^ow what good groimds there 
are for this expiation. 

There is Japaii who has already surprised the 
world not only iyy her victory over Russia but by 
her zeal for edt^cation and moral progress. She 
has seen the poVer of the West, and resolved to 
adopt every mejans that has made for national 
progress there, \Uthin her own land. When we 
remember that ^thin a quarter of a century she 
not only recons^^ructed her miUtary and naval 
service, not only initiated a new educational 
department with( an imperial university, but set up 
a Parliament wi^ a written constitution, we feel 
she has done in k few years that whichaWestem 
nation takes ceni :uries to accomplish. Her foreign 
trade within a little over thirty years was in- 
creased twelvefold, and her home factori^ advance 
at the rate of *i6o,ooo additional labourers every 
year. The rag^ for reading excites every class. 
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and last year more new books were published in a 
single year than in Great Britain or the United 
States. But astonishing as the progress is in 
Japan, that in China bids fair to surpass it. 

Huge as the Empire of China is, it threw over 
Monarchy and adopted a RepubUcan constitu- 
tion with as little difficulty as many a Western 
people find in changing their Government. ** It 
was a strange sight," writes Mr. Eddy, " to see 
student audiences in China with every queue gone, 
and with it the whole conservatism of the past 
four thousand years." Here, too, there is 
the same thirst for education as in Japan. In 
ten years "the number of modem Government 
students in Peking rose from three hundred to 
seventeen thousand, and the pupils in the sur- 
rounding province from two thousand to two 
hundred thousand." Great normal schools are 
now rising in many cities to educate teachers for 
the mass of children that now want to learn, some 
of them having a thousand teachers in training. 

And as in China, so in our own India the revival 
of learning and zeal for knowledge are passing all 
bounds. The difficulty is to find teachers to meet 
the demands. And with all this intellectual and 
economical awakening there is a social and 



98 THIS TIME AND ITS INTERPRETATION 

religious revival. Already China has shown her 
real interest in the former by sacrificing eight 
millions a year of revenue to prevent her people 
from being enslaved by the opium drug, foot- 
binding is now prohibited by Imperial Edict, and 
a determined attack made on gambling. But this 
desire to shake of! degrading habits is surpassed 
by the new appetite to hear the Christian Faith. 
Dr. Mott's and Mr. Eddy's meetings were attended 
by thousands of students eager to hear their 
message. All this shows that there is a wonder- 
ful opportunity awaiting the Christian Church, 
purified and strengthened by the war. What 
the Renaissance in Europe was to the fifteenth 
century, the Renaissance in Asia is to the twentieth. 
As an amazing transformation of life swept ova: 
all Europe after the Fall of Constantinople, giving 
freedom of thought, forming universities, schools 
and colleges, developing trade and conunerce, 
adding immensely to the material enrichment of 
life and to the conception of what God intended 
man to be, so there are signs that this second Fall 
of Constantinople which we so eagerly expect, 
will be coincident with a new rush of life which 
is already making itself felt, and will do for Asia 
what that did for Europe. Then but one hundred 
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millions of people were concerned, now nine 
hundred millions. 

But we must not suppose that even a great trial 
like this wiH of itself ^stir the Church to meet 
the need. In some ways the transformation of 
Constantinople from a Christian to a Turkish city 
was a more appaUing disaster than anything we 
are likely to see, but its effect was transient. The 
judgment of God manifested so clearly in the 
ruin that overthrew the great Christian capital, 
instead of leading to penitence of humiliation, 
only led to greater carelessness and more wide- 
spread indifierence. The last fifty years of the 
fifteenth century represent perhaps the lowest 
level of reUgious life since Christ's commission 
to conquer the world. We have only to recall 
the last three names of the reigning Popes of the 
fifteenth century, Sixtus IV, Innocent VIII, 
and Alexander VI, the infamous Borgia who Hke 
his predecessor purchased the Popedom, to 
remember the martyrdom of Savonarola in 1498, 
the shameless deeds of the Inquisition, to see what 
little moral effect the Mahomedan conquest of the 
great Christian capital had upon the Church. 
The Reformation that followed did much to kill 
abuses and reform corruptions, but no one looking 
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back and remembering the cruel persecutions by 
Roman Catholics and Protestants alike can 
regard it with any satisfaction. Much of it was as 
far removed from the spirit of the Gospel of Christ 
as the Papacy it replaced. The Sermon on the 
Mount and S. Paul's teaching on Charity were as 
completely ignored by the great leaders as though 
they had never been written. ReUgious thought 
was inspired rather by the spirit of the Old than 
the New Testament. We may be thankful for 
the progress that Christian Truth made, whilst at 
the same time we deplore not merely the loss of 
Charity but the Uttle effort that was made to be 
inspired by it. So the great opportunity that 
opened out before the Church in the fifteenth and 
following centuries was to a large extent missed. 
Shall we be able to use the new one that the 
war will disclose? It is clearly impossible 
that any one Church can hope to compass the 
immensely wide field that is even now appearing. 
And it is hopeless to expect that the Church 
will be united as a whole before the opportimity 
passes. Much, however, may be done if the various 
branches of Christ's Church will ally themselves 
as the nations have done. As each nation is 
working in its own field under its own ofl&cers in 
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its own way, so it is surely possible that each 
Church may without any compromise of principle 
have its own sphere of influence in the large 
continents that have to be conquered for Christ. 
The varying conceptions of Catholic truth will 
then be tested by that test which our Lord Himself 
bids us apply, " By their fruits ye shall know 
them." The stronger the Ufe of the tree the 
better the fruit. When those who hold not our 
faith see that our members surpass all others in 
self-sacrifice, missionary zeal and wide, strong 
love, then they will be led to ask. What have these 
that we are without that produces such Christ-like 
Uves? Doctrine is given to minister to Ufe, 
Truth to develop holiness. It was Christ's perfect 
life that led men to accept His Gospel. The 
Alliance of Churches Uke the aUiance of nations 
will bring out the inherent qualities of each, and 
the only competition will be as to which will do 
the best work. So the future will belong to the 
Churches who hold the fullest Catholic faith, have 
the widest vision and possess the boldest spirit. 
What an opportimity lay before the Churches of 
Spain, Italy and Austria in the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries. They failed to use it, and to- 
day count for less in their influence over the world 



102 THIS TIME AND ITS INTERPRETATION 

than many a sect less than three centuries old. 
They remam as warnings to those who cannot 
recognize the movements of the Spirit and are 
imable to read the signs of the times. They were 
engrossed in themselves and had but little care for 
the call of the new world. May God in His mercy 
open the eyes of His Church to see her great 
opportunity and give her strength to use it. All 
branches of the True Vine must learn a wider 
Catholicity than they know. It is true, as Bishop 
Westcott warned us years ago, " We have too 
often made ourselves and our own Church the 
one test of the fulness of the Gospel. We have 
imperilled the acceptance of Christ's message by 
substituting the partial for the universal. We 
have tried to fence round the definitions which 
correspond with our own spiritual apprehension 
beyond the possibility of growth. But the ex- 
perience of the mission field tends to correct and 
has already corrected these dangerous limitations. 
In the face of new conditions of thought and 
life Christianity is seen to assert its Catholic 
sovereignty." 



CHAPTER VI 
"THIS TIME " AND THE CHURCH 

"Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor the 
hour." — S. Matt. XXV. 13.J 

T T is often supposed that the effect of a great 
^ world crisis such as that through which we 
are passing will mean a great quickening and 
revival of spiritual life, and we are tempted to 
say, " Well, if this has no effect, then it is diffi- 
cult to see what will." It is natural to beUeve 
that straitened means, suffering and loss will open 
people's eyes to the reality of the spiritual world, 
that being robbed of material resources and 
comforts, they will be more aUve to the real 
treasures that are found by faith. It is true that 
this has not always been the case with those 
who have been suddenly overtaken by disaster, 
but we feel that a widespread sorrow through 
which every one passes will affect men differ- 
ently, that its greatness, its extent, its horrors, 
must necessarily arouse the conscience and make 
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men see that God is abroad in the world ; judging, 
disciplining and purifying. 

But whatever be our expectations, Christ does 
not encourage us to look for such large results 
in conversions as we might expect. It is true 
that the Church as a whole goes forward, is 
freed by the Divine Visitation from hindrances, 
that in the course of time great and necessary 
changes take place, but congregations are not so 
changed as we might hope. Neither the Fall of 
Rome nor that of Constantinople, which brought 
such great and far-reaching results in their train, 
produced such a great spiritual change in the 
men and women of the world as might have been 
expected, and we are told that the end of the 
war with Napoleon was followed by moral and 
spiritual decline. Our armies will return with 
chaplains and men purified and disciplined by 
the fire through which they have passed, but the 
difficulties of a quiet, hmndrum routine in office 
or factory, will prove a more severe test than the 
adventurous life of the battlefield, and the narrow- 
ness of a home where circumstances are very 
limited, and food neither so abundant nor so 
varied as the commissariat and friends supplied, 
will arouse feelings of discontent not always easy 
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to still. The glory of the soldier's life with the 
admiration it everywhere excited wiU have gone, 
and there will be a feverish desire for some new 
form of excitement which will replace the old. 
Mothers and wives will miss the regular pay- 
ments coming from the War Office, and find 
the husband's return imposing new sacrifices 
with less power to make them. All sense of 
death and danger will have gone, and in the 
place of it a feeling of disappointment that the 
country has not been able to do all the impos- 
sible things that were demanded, and except 
on the part of those whose hearts have been 
touched or changed there will be no great dis- 
position to turn to those spiritual blessings^ which 
Christ has promised in His Gospel. 

Christ, as I have said, warns us against un- 
reasonable suppositions that a world crisis will 
of itself change a nation's heart : on the con- 
trary, the dangers of spiritual bankruptcy are 
greater in times of severe distress. 

When foretelling the destruction of Jerusalem, 
He urges His hearers to watch and pray lest 
that terrible event should find them. His Chris- 
tian disciples, unprepared. It will strain their 
faith qin<J confidence to the breaking point. "^^ And 
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He pictures the state of those on whom it falls 
suddenly, as like to that of a man who kept no 
watch over his house which was broken into and 
he himself robbed of all that he had. 

To enforce this stem necessity of watching 
and serious preparation, our Lord tells the story 
of the Ten Virgins. The point of this has been 
widdy missed through its customary exclusive 
reference to our Lord's Final Coming at the end 
of the world. To most Christians that event 
is so remote that they feel they may postpone 
the consideration of its lessons. But if we are 
right in believing that the teaching of S. Matthew 
xxiv. refers to the destruction of Jerusalem and 
to similar events which have marked His coming 
since then, the teaching has a definite and clear 
meaning for every age. For our Lord's words, 
" Then shall the Kingdom of Heaven be Ukened 
unto ten virgins," evidently tie the teaching of 
the two chapters xxiv. and xxv. together. 

It may be said that it is exceedingly imlikely 
that our Lord would depict His coming at so 
dread an event as that of the Fall of Jerusalem 
(even if for other reasons you can limit His 
eschatological teaching to that), under the image 
of a bridegroom seeking his bride. But this 
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difficulty is not confined to this interpretation. 
For if it refer to the Final Coming that will be 
necessarily an overthrow of vastly greater mag- 
nitude and infinitely greater horror than the 
fall of any earthly kingdom. Further, every 
coming of Christ, whether those anticipatory of 
His Final Coming or that Coming itself, are Com- 
ings to His Bride the Church, and Comings that 
are to increase His influence over her, to deepen 
His hold upon her. He loves the Church and 
gave Himself for her, but she is a difficult Bride, 
so constantly attracted to the world, so ready 
to be led astray from Him ; so He comes again 
and again, now in the wilderness, now in the 
storm of Sinai, now in the conflagration of 
nations, to wean her from His Adversary and to 
make her more completely one with Himself. 
For He will use no compulsion, only those many 
arts which a Lover thinks out and which may 
show His great care and thought for her. One 
day she will be His, and He will then be able to 
show, how through the centuries in every age 
He has been her constant Guide and most loving 
Bridegroom. 

This being in His mind He shows in the story 
how His Coming will affect the members of His 
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Church, This is never depicted as that which 
will bring universal joy ; it is not like the coming 
of a king to some city where the whole place is 
beflagged by day and iUmninated by night, 
where all the citizens, rich and poor, loyal and 
disloj^, rejoice together ; nor is it like the coming 
of some important person to a school where all 
the boys get holiday. On the contrary it is alwa3rs 
marked by sharp contrasts, as distinct from one 
another as black from white, night from day, 
darkness from light. So here in this famiUar 
story there is the darkness of the night and the 
Ught of the wedding feast ; there is the anxious 
cry, ** Our lights are going out," and the hope- 
ful joy, " Our lights are growing brighter" ; there 
is the despairing appeal, " Lord, Lord, open to 
us," and the happy rejoicing in the Bridegroom's 
Presence. And this marked difference is due 
to want of prudence, foresight, watching. The 
whole Church is depicted as expecting, as going 
out to meet the Bridegroom, but only some had 
realized that as He might come in the darkest 
hour light would be necessary, only some had 
taken pains to have a reserve of oil, that in case 
He came at midnight they would have light to 
welcome Him and light to find their way to the 
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wedding feast. The point of the whole story 
lies in the presence of a store of Ught. 

And it is not difficult to see the application. 
Our Lord comes to the world as He is coming 
now, in a time of darkness. In some dangerous 
crisis, when the leaders of the nation are puzzled 
and in difficulty about finding their way, when 
prophets are silent and no clear ringing voice 
pointing the path ; where the highways are 
deserted, the streets darkened and the windows 
shrouded with blinds ; when sorrow has clouded 
the brow, the veiled figure of Death entered the 
home, and chill doubt paralj^ed the will ; when 
all men sleep rather than wake, dream rather 
than think, go through their life and busi- 
ness as shadows rather than realities — then at 
midnight, the cry, " Behold, the Bridegroom 
Cometh." 

He had always said this, and warned His 
people to have their lights burning. The ques- 
tion is, will it avail, will it penetrate the dark- 
ness, will it last till the Bridegroom's Home is 
reached, or will it go out and leave those who are 
without it to face the darkness as they can ? 
Never was the question so important as now. 
Darkness is always trying, for in the darkness 
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"all the beasts of the forest do move." ^ 
It is a time of doubt and confusion, of hostile 
attacks by land and air, of misunderstanding 
and reproach. All spiritual experiences that 
have been revealed, whether in story such 
as that of Bunyan's famous allegory, or 
in narrative, confession or prayer, show that 
then the attacks of the enemy are specially 
virulent and maUcious. We are tempted to 
distrust, doubt and even to blaspheme, and 
being in the dark and unable to discern the 
enemy, we are at a loss to know whether he 
is at us or whether we are at oiuselves. 
Light then is all important, for light shows 
us where we are and also discovers us to our 
friends, and especially to Him Who chooses 
the darkness for His hour of coming. The 
fate that befalls those who are without Ught is 
not so much due to the absence of Ught as to 
the fact that this absence betra3rs estrangement. 
" I know you not," are the words in which the 
Bridegroom explains their exclusion. Their care- 
lessness in not providing a store of oil to keep 
their lamps Ughted showed a want of real care 
for Him, they were engrossed in other things 
Ps. civ. 20. 
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and had not maintained that friendship which 
He had extended to them. So in the darkness 
they never saw Him and He never saw them. 
They were as far away from Him as though they 
had never gone to meet Him, for darkness 
annihilates distance, the near and far are both 
alike to him that is in the dark. Such is the 
meaning of the story ; but how does it apply to 
our own time, and especially now in this time 
of stress? 

And first as to those to whom the day is a day 
of darkness. The Church includes bad members 
as well as good, foolish as well as wise, and 
amongst the former are those who have never 
taken a decided step. They profess an interest 
in Christ, a desire to meet Him, but their pro- 
fession has no deep foimdation. It is a matter 
very largely of feeling. It will be, as they sup- 
pose, whenever the thought of His Coming 
crosses their mind, delightful of course to see 
Him Whom the world has acclaimed as its 
greatest Teacher, its finest Example of what 
man ought to be, and there is some security 
for hope in the fact that they worship on 
Sunday in the congregation of Christ's people, 
and think of His Coming now and again 
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in thdr commtmions. Indeed there is no real 
outward difference between them and those 
whose profession is the expression of an inner 
fife of devotion. And they naturally think, 
" Well, if I am not admitted to Christ's Kingdom 
many others win be in like case." They cotmt 
upon His gracious in vitation as a necessary ccmse- 
quence of their religious habits, much as a man 
in his careful observance of Court etiquette 
writes his name in the Royal Book associated 
with the King's friends, and expects to be included 
amongst the Roj^ guests. They have never 
given themselves time to go more deeply into 
the question. Their homes, business, engagements, 
amusements make up a very full life ; their daily 
religion consists in a brief morning petition for 
God's blessing on the day and for good temper 
to meet its trials and difficulties, and a word at 
night that it may pass in peace. Of course they 
say a little prayer for their son, for his position 
is full of temptation, and for their daughter whose 
delicate health makes her naturally rather try- 
ing at times, but for anything more they wait for 
Simday, when they can go to Church, enjoy their 
favourite hymn times and good-naturedly criti- 
cize their clergyman. Yes, they, like the best, have 
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got their lamps burning, their light shining, and 
have shown in an open way by their contribu- 
tion to the offertory how willing they are on 
the Sunday when they are asked to let their 
light shine before men. They feel they have 
enough reUgion to meet the ordinary everyday 
situation, to behave in a Christian way when the 
servants are troublesome, the business is tire- 
some, and the meals not quite what they should be. 
So they go quietly alcmg through existence, 
their relation to the great facts of Christ's Incar- 
nation, Life, Death and Resvirrection being hazy 
and indefinite, like empty dreams in a long 
slmnber which have neither shape nor reality. 

Suddenly there is a change, the terrible war 
cloud settles over the land, hides the sunshine : 
they are brought straight up against the grim 
reality of Death. It is not sickness which has 
invaded the home, for that they have met before 
and the very clever doctor whom they have always 
hadj was found quite equal to the occasion. It 
is war into which husband and sons have been 
hurried: war which makes all life different — 
the motor has gone, two servants h^ve been dis- 
missed, the daughters have gone nursing, and 
the day is punctuated by telegrams and 
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newspapers. What does it all mean? Why 
is the Kaiser allowed to do such things? 
Why are our very best being killed off? 
Why are so many shirking their duty? 
What are our leaders doing? Why is there 
not more decision in the Cabinet, more success in 
the war? Question after question arises and 
is answered, but the real and perpetual question 
is. Will my husband come home? Shall I 
lose my lads ? What will life be like with- 
out them ? And then the sudden tidings : 
the blank that can never be made up— the 
alteration of all the circiunstances of life : the 
horror of a gloom and darkness : the impos- 
sible endeavour to fit the old free, joyous 
Ufe, so expansive and easy, into widowhood, 
a small home and narrow means. And the 
words of comfort, how hollow they seem ! 
The lost are happy, God is near. Christ has 
come. But who knows anything about the 
lost? And how absurd to say God is near 
when the bitterest pain is being experienced. 
Had she not prayed for her husband and 
son every day, had she not gone to interces- 
sion services that others might pray with her, 
and what had come of her prayers but this deso- 
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lation and loneliness ? But how now could she 
begm again, and change her habits ? 

The danger of such a time is the hardening of 
the heart and the ultimate loss of faith. The 
Commimion is given up, and prayer abandoned. 
The heart of the tragedy is reached with the 
passionate cry that breaks out now and again to 
share in the light that others have kept. Again 
and again in their distress such knock against 
the door which their own hands have closed 
with the urgent appeal, " Open to us, open to us," 
supposing that religion apart from Christ will 
give them what they need. It is not religion, 
but the restoration of faith and trust in Him that 
they need. " I know you not," shows how far 
they have lost the way, but it also shows how 
it may be recovered. 

Such is the effect of Christ's coming in the dark- 
ness to those who have no light either to see 
their way or to welcome Him. Others there are 
to whom His coming means brightness, fellowship 
and joy. These are they who have used the light 
He has given them, whether in prayer, worship 
or Holy Conmiunion, as the means for knowing 
Him. He has been always more to them than 
the Word which revealed Him or the Consecrated 
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Elements that brought Him, just as the sun's 
light reflected in the diamond is more than the 
diamond. His consecrated channels were never 
more than hallowed means for His approach. 
Apart from Him they were valudess. They re- 
vealed Him in certain places and certain condi- 
tions, that He might be known to be in all places 
and all conditions. They were therefore trained 
to see Him in the darkness as in the Ught, in the 
storm as in the calm. Nay, as with the Apostles, 
He seemed nearer when the wind was howling, 
the tempest raging, the boat sinking, than when 
all was going well. The thicker the darkness, 
the closer He was sure to be. They were not 
disturbed then, when in the black of midnight 
the cry rang out, " Behold the Bridegroom 
cometh." They immediately went to their vessels 
in which were all those valued experiences of 
His Presence and Power. For years they had 
been storing away hundreds of silent witnesses 
to Christ's care for them. The written or un- 
written diary reveals a thousand dangers, vexa- 
tions and difficulties safely surmounted. They 
recall the illness and the touch of Christ; the 
disappointment and the eventual blessing; the 
sharp pinch of poverty and the help that brought 
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it to an end ; the desolating hour of sorrow and 
the revelation of His nearness ; the unpromising 
venture and its large success ; the bodily weak- 
ness and its spiritual power; the cold solitude 
of misunderstanding and the warm fellowship 
of encouragement, and the recollection makes 
their Ught bum brightly. They begin to under- 
stand the happiness that S. Paul felt in the 
various dangers to which he was alwa3rs exposed : 
'* Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
weaknesses that the strength of Christ may 
rest upon me."* It is this that lights up the 
darkness which is to reveal Christ's Presence. 

As was prefigtired in the Parable, such 
enter into the home of the Bridegroom and 
enjoy all the light, peace and certainty that is 
found there. 

Such is the contrast shown by the members 

of the Church. We have said something about 

the conditions which explain it. Our Lord, 

however, lays chief stress on the necessity of 

watching, and before closing the chapter we 

must give some attention to its meaning. 

" Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor 

the hour^; be ye also ready, for in an hour that 

* 2 Cor. xiL 9* S. Matt. xxv. 13. 

I 
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ye think not the Son of Man cometh " ^ ; in these 
words He summarizes His teaching. This watch- 
ing, readiness for the dark days, what does it 
really mean ? How are we to interpret it that 
we may not be fomid wanting in the Great Day 
of Decision ? 

On the one hand it is a warning against 
cardessness, and on the other it is an appeal 
to take such means as God provides for keep- 
ing the life cheerful and hopeful. Light means 
that, in any case, whatever other thoughts may 
be wrapped up in it. 

The carelessness consists chiefly in this, in 
supposing life will go on from day to day and 
year to year without any great change. Of 
course we know that we must one day die, but 
short of that there is no reason why the even 
tenour of our life should be disturbed. We 
have house, friends, an assured income ; we have 
our plans for the winter, our hopes for the 
summer, and there is no likelihood of any sur- 
prises, especially any disagreeable ones. To 
be on the lookout for some startling event would 
destroy that sense of calm which we have always 
done our best to maintain ! To be ready and 
1 S. Matt. xxiv. 44. 
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prepared if, in case like Job, a sudden misfortune 
should involve us in ruin, is to anticipate troubles I 
Christ taught us that we were not to be anxious 
about the morrow, that sufl&cient unto the day 
is the evil thereof, and that a wise attitude is 
that of the man who refuses to look beyond the 
day. A simple faith surely means that He will 
provide, and that we are not to be troubled with 
wild imaginings of some distant judgment against 
which we ought to guard ourselves. Surely 
this is the trust of a child in its father which He 
loves to see. 

Now there is no question but that Christ in His 
teaching is always emphasizing this full confi- 
dence in God. He came to reveal the Father to 
us, and both by word and example He is 
always teaching it. But there is no real incon- 
sistency between this trust, with the peace it 
brings; and the watchfulness He urges. And 
there is no better illustration of this than the 
attitude of our soldiers at the front. Every one 
acclaims their extraordinary cheerfulness and 
quiet calmness. The shells may burst, but the 
man will finish his cigarette; the bullets may 
rain, but he is not to be put off the little fishing 
he has secured, hard by the trenches. As you 
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see him reading Dickens, enjoying footbaU or 
cricket within the sound of the guns, you may 
think how easy fc»: the enemy to outwit such 
light-hearted, easy-going men as these. The 
next hour you see him in the trenches. Now 
he is alert, vigilant, watchful, keen to notice 
the movement on a parapet or to hear the foot- 
fall in the grass ; now he is looking through his 
periscope, now through his glasses, now he is 
attentively watching a hill, and again looking 
carefully at a wood. You can scarcely believe 
this man to be the same you saw so careless, so 
easy-going. He teaches us that in the best you 
will find the opposite temperaments combined. 
His watchfulness helps his trust, and his trust 
intensifies his watchfulness. He has a double 
duty to perform — to keep a good lookout and 
to have himself in such perfect condition that 
a good lookout is possible. Without the play 
and the rest the nerves would be strained, the 
imagination abnormally quickened; he would 
be seeing things that were not to be seen, and 
hearing things which were real only to the fancy. 
The complete change of thought rests his whole 
nature, and every part of him is at its best in 
his hour of watching. That is his lesson for us. 
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We, too, cannot trast too much in God's 
Fatherly care, cannot be too light-hearted in the 
knowledge that He will provide against every 
need, cannot be too careful against the evil of 
bringing to-morrow's engagements into to- 
day's work; but this trustful, confiding, simple 
attitude ought to make us in our daily hours of 
devotion more vigilant against the enemy lest 
he take us by surprise. Our Lord'a example 
will further iUustrate what He means. On the 
eve of Good Friday in the Upper Chamber 
what peace and trust are expressed by His words, 
"Let not your heart be troubled. Ye believe 
in God, believe also in Me. ... In the world 
ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, 
I have overcome the world. My peace I give unto 
you : not as the world giveth give I imto you. . . Ye 
therefore now have sorrow, but I will see you 
again and your heart shall rejoice and your joy 
no man taketh away from you."* No words could 
be more full of trust and assured confidence. And 
this spirit was reflected in the hymn of praise 
He sang with His disciples. But He leaves them 
to ^o on watch, taking three of tHem with Him. 

1 S. John xiv I ; xvi. 33 ; xvi. 22. 
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How different is the scene now ; how great 
the sense of danger ; how desperate the situa- 
tion I *' He fell upon the ground." How awful 
the strain ! " His sweat became as it were great 
drops of blood." How great the exl^ustion ! "An 
angel from heaven ministered to Him. " How im- 
portant the need of watching I " What, could not ye 
watch with Me one hour ? " How hopeful that 
the attack may not be made I " If it be possible 
let this cup pass from Me ! " How desirous that 
if it should come He may do the right thing! 
*' Nevertheless not My will but Thine be done." 
This was what He meant by watching, and this 
is the example He presses on His followers, 
*' Watch and pray that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion." We find it difficult at first to realize in 
the calm, confident, trustful Son of Man this 
Figure, so torn; and strained with watching. 
Though om: Lord desires His disciples to be 
calm, quiet and faithful. He does not hide from 
them the fact of the oncoming tragedy. 

Again and again He tells them that the Son 
of Man must be delivered up into the hands of 
wicked men and suffer death upon the Cross, 
but they — ^like ourselves — so imwilling to believe 
what is painful and distressing, put it by. Had 
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they faced that awful fact steadily and quietly, 
the abandonment of their Leader, and Peter's 
denial of any knowledge of Him, would never 
have taken place. They woxdd have met it 
with a calm like unto His Who faced the enemy's 
attack after that night's long watch with the 
quiet words, " Rise, let us be going. Behold, he 
is at hand that doth betray Me." In all His 
disciples, then. He expects this double attitude : 
in the world, peace, reflecting and expressing 
their quiet and sure faith in the Father ; but in 
their hours of devotion, a fearless outlook with 
the recognition that we are at war, and that our 
enemy goeth about as a roaring Uon seeking 
whom he may devour. We never know when 
the attack may be made, whether at dawn, or 
at midday or in the evening, and we resolutely 
wrestle in our prayers that when it comes we 
may have all in readiness, to give the alarm, and 
play the man. 

Perhaps there is no counsel so important for 
these dangerous days as this. On the one hand, 
the earnest prayer that we may be spared the 
trial ; '* Enter not into temptation," as our Lord 
saj^ ; on the other, that if we are brought into 
it we may by His grace be brought through it. 
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This is not anticipating trouble, not showing 
anxiety about the morrow, but seeing things 
whole; in that serene and calm temper which is 
part of God's Peace. 



CHAPTER VII 
"THIS TIME" AND THE FAMILY 

" What therefore God hath joined together let no 
man put asunder/' — S. Matt. xix. 6. 

\ Tl 7"E have seen that ivnless we put aside the 
^ ^ teaching of Scripture and History, there is 
at this time a strong call from God to the nation 
and the Chmrch to prepare themselves for the new 
age which we believe the war will usher in. There 
will be an opportunity for both such as has never 
occurred before. And the question before us is. 
How may they be best prepared to seize it ? There 
are many answers to this, but the one on which we 
wish to lay stress here is the restoration of the 
Family. 

Neither the nation nor the Chmrch can be strong 
unless the Family is strong. The endeavours that 
have been made to reform both by strong appeals 
toindividuals and urgent demands to join Societies, 
Unions, and the like, in which the prindides of 
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reform may be pushed f orwsu'd, have often failed 
through f orgetfulness that the Family, and not the 
individual, is the unit of State and Church alike. 

And yet this is dear from many writers. " The 
unit of an ancient society/' writes Sir H. Maine, 
" was the Family." " A cohesive family," says 
Mr. Bagehot, " is the best form for aj campaigning 
nation." And with the integrity or instabiUty of 
this unit is likely to stand or fall the structure of 
civilization. Bishop Westcott writes : " All an- 
archy and half the social errors by which we are 
troubled spring from placing the individual, the 
self, at the centre of all things." The Family then 
is the pillar of the State on which it rests. If it is 
strong, vigorous, alert, then the State will show 
vigour and alertness ; but if on the other hand, it is 
weak, incapable and divided, then the State will 
be weak and divided. The most fundamental 
question which can be asked of any phase of social 
condition, is not what is the character of the 
Cabinet or Parliament, but what are the char- 
acters, form and habits of its Family life. 

And as with the nation so with the Church. 
Bishop Lightfoot does not speak too strongly 
when he says : " Family reUgion is the true start- 
ing point, the surest foundation of the religion of 
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cities and dioceses, of nations and empires. The 
church ^in the house of Philemon grows into the 
Church of Colossae ; the church in the house of 
Nymphas becomes the Church of Laodicaea ; the 
church in the house of Aquila and PrisciUa loses 
itself in the Churches of Ephesus and Rome." 
In the words of the author of Ecce Homo, " Family 
affection of some sort is the indispensable root of 
Christianity." 

Now because of this great principle, our Lord 
devoted much attention to the Family. " There 
were many other problems concerning which His 
judgment was sought, where it must be inferred 
either from slight allusions or from complete 
silence, or from some single illmninating phrase. 
Towards politics, the larger social institutions, and 
even the theological issues of the time. His attitude 
was as a rule one of extraordinary reserve which is 
as disappointing to many a modem reformer as it 
was perplexing to many a hearer of His message. 
On the other hand with quite unparalleled fullness 
of detail the teaching of Jesus dealt with the 
nature and obligations of the Family." * 

For thirty years He Uved as a member of a 
Family, bdng subject to His parents. His first 
» Jesus Christ and the Social Question, p. 143. 
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miracle beautified and adorned the beginning of 
Family life; His last days were spent in the 
family circle at Bethany, and one of His very 
last words was to restore the family life broken by 
death. Indeed it is not too much to say with 
Professor Peabody that Christ's teaching moves in 
an atmosphere of domestic interests, and His pro* 
foundest thoughts are coloured by respect for 
the Family. It was from Him that S. Paul 
learned that deep truth, that as marriage is the 
outward symbol of the Mystery that knits Christ 
and His Church and makes Them one, so the 
unity of every family has its original and arche- 
type in the unity of men and angels in God the 
Father from Whom every family in heaven and 
earth is named. 

But I have said more than enough to show that 
which needs no demonstration, how that in philo- 
sophical as well as in Christian thought, the 
family is the pillar on which Church and State 
alike rest. 

And yet as we look over the civilized world to- 
day we see that it is this pillar which has been, 
rocking to its fall. The Family— the Home — 
has counted almost for nothing in Europe and 
America during the last twenty-five years. Nay, 
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there has been expressed by women, even more 
strongly than by men, a sort of contempt for its 
lowly obligations. Men's Clubs and Women's 
Clubs have taken its place with those who could 
afEord them, and women's activities as well as 
men's have robbed the children of their parents. 
It was felt to be more honourable to be speaking 
at a public meeting than teaching those wonderful 
beings that came to us trailing clouds of glory ; 
more in accord with a woman's dignity to be 
winning political franchise than that influence 
which in after years would ipean everything for 
sons and daughters. 

Everjrwhere there has been a relaxation of the 
marriage tie on which the family depends. In 
America, perhaps the worst ofEender in this respect, 
the increase of divorces in twenty years was 156 
per cent., and it has been computed, that if the 
present ratio in population and separation be 
maintained, that the number of separations of 
marriage by death would at the end of the twen- 
tieth century be actually less than the nmnber 
of separations by divorce. 

Marriage is by many no longer looked upon as a 
social institution on which the permanence of the 
State depends, but as a temporary contract for 



130 THIS TIME AND ITS INTERPRETATION 

the convenience of the parties concerned, to be 
loosened when this convenience is no longer 
served. For the nation has not only impaired the 
strength of the family bond by its readiness to fall 
in with lax views respecting marriage, but by its 
indifference to the housing question on which 
Family life depends. In numberless houses in our 
great cities Family life is impossible. Not only 
do parents and children frequently sleep in the 
same room but the conditions are such that never, 
except perhaps on a Sunday, and then rarely, 
does the whole family sit round the table together, 
or in any way realize its unity. Again wages are 
such that frequently both husband and wife are 
both out for the whole day, the children being 
left to the school and the street. " It is but a 
small minority of the population of a great city," 
notes a careful writer on American life, *' which 
is able to maintain privacy of domestic arrange- 
ment, and to train those sentiments and traditions 
which gather round a home. The great proportion 
of the city's population are industrial nomads, 
likely any day to fold their tents like Arabs and 
migrate to some better market for their labour or 
their wares ; and of these a pitifully large popula- 
tion have not even tents to detain them, and herd 
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together in the accidental companionship of the 
lodging-house, the tenemftit, and the street." 
Things being as they are, it is not perhaps to be 
wondered at that the Socialist outlook finds no 
place for the Family. The wife has her own 
independence as well as the husband, leads her 
own Ufe as he does — ^their children are no burden 
for they are cared for, not by the mothers, but by 
the community, which dress, feed and educate 
them. The Family is gone, merged in the State. 

We see now why the State has so Uttle spiritual 
insight, suffers from moral paralysis, is divided 
against itself ; for in the relaxation of the family 
bond, it loses the note of moral obUgation and 
mutual self-sacrifice. The individual being em- 
phasized, instead of the Family, the satisfaction of 
his own will or desire becomes paramount, he 
will have his own pleasure, follow his own will, 
and pledge himself to that party which is Ukely 
to secure his interest. 

Now the Christian Church, in theory, sets itself 
against this destruction of an institution on which 
she depends for her very life. She holds by the 
command of her Lord, " What God hath joined 
together let no man put asimder," and refuses 
to sanction divorce. But outside her canons and 
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rubrics what endeavour is the Chiu'ch making to 
encourage the unity of Family life ? There is, 
we should all admit, no more vital soiu'ce of 
Family life than the Conmiunion of the Body and 
Blood of Christ, and yet how seldom do the 
members of the family conmiunicate together. 
The father, if he receives at all, prefers one hour, 
the mother another, the daughter one church, 
her brother another, and the Bread of life, the 
bond of union, is received with neither Family 
faith, nor sense of corporate unity. 

Or again, we can all perhaps remember the 
family pew ; it was ugly and plain, it was exclusive 
with its door, but it had this merit, that parents 
and children on one day in the week offered up 
united prayer and united praise. Now the natural 
and right desire for social equality in the house 
of God has destroyed this, and parents and children 
seem to find a certain pleasure in the expression 
of their own independence of one another, and 
the Family has vanished from the Church. Then 
having lost the Family as a whole, we try to redeem 
and cover our loss by meeting each section separ- 
ately. We have services for men only, for women 
only, for children only, never for the Family. We 
have acquiesced in a condition of things which 
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makes the individual of greater importance than 
the Family. 

Or again, there was a time when throughout the 
land family prayer was the rule ; if not daily, at 
least once or twice in the week. " The Cottar's 
Saturday night," so widely admired for its senti- 
ment and expression, not only gives a fair view 
of what was customary in the days of Robert 
Bums, but an unexpected appreciation of its high 
value. 

" Hien kneeling down, to Heaven's eternal King, 
Hie saint, the father, and the husband prays ; 
Hope ' springs exulting on triumphant wing,' 
That thus they all shall meet in future days : 
Hiere ever bask in uncreated rays. 
No more to sigh, or shed the bitter tear. 
Together h3anning their Creator's praise. 
In such society, yet still more dear ; 
While circling time moves round in an eternal sphere. 

From scenes like these old Scotia's grandeur springs. 
That makes her loved at home, revered abroad." 

Could that be said to-day? In how many 
houses does the father gather his children about 
him to ask God's blessing on their home, his work, 
their lives ? Even the grace before meals, that 
last remnant of the old faith that realized that 
" Except the Lord build the house their labour 

K 
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is but lost that build it/' even that is going, and 
from a false sentiment for the feeling of those 
guests to whom prayer is an unreaUty, the host 
will omit what is customary. 

I do not wish to exaggerate the evil. I am 
confident that there are thousands and tens of 
thousands of homes where family life is strcmg and 
living, but there are, however, tmwholesome signs 
of a disease which is spreading throughout the 
whole civilized world. In this dread visitation, 
Christ is showing us our sin. 

For it is here that the judgments of war have 
fallen most heavily, here that the largest sacrifices 
have been made. The nation gives its industry 
and wealth to the cause, but the Family gives its 
life. With fathers gone, sons gone, brothers gone, 
the members of the family realize what a blessing 
its unity once brought them. They realize as never 
before how close were the ties that bound them 
together. They wonder they made so little of them. 
They endeavour with heartbreaking pathos to make 
such amends as they can. The mausoletmi, the 
memorial, the journey to France and Belgitmi, are 
efforts to show the reverent affection in which 
the missing one was held. Fifteen months ago 
the dram^ and novels that made li^ht of home 
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life and set out in highly coloured contrast "the 
licentious imaginings and adulterous joys that 
displaced in modem society pure romance and 
wholesome love/* were greedily devoured, many 
lay on the drawing-room tables open for the 
admiration of all, but now how vapid and tasteless 
they are, when faced by the stem realities of Hfe 
and death ! There was a time when small families 
were considered a blessing. They were less 
expensive, involved fewer responsibilities, gave 
more time to the mother for amusement and 
public life : but now how many are lamenting their 
selfishness, bewailing their want of trust. We 
are through pain and loss learning to recover our 
old joy in the simplicity, genuineness and beauty 
of home life ; to believe again with the old writer 
that one of the three greatest sights in the world 
is a family by the fireside. 

It is not, however, the sentiment of home that 
we need to recover, but the conviction that our 
safety as an Empire, and our Uf e as a Church, alike 
depend on the strength of the family. ** Heroes," 
said Bishop Westcott, "cannot save a country 
where the idea of the family is degraded ; and 
strong battalions are of no avail against homes 
guarded by faith and reverence and love/' and be 
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supported his assertion by an appeal to history. 
"The national life of Greece lasted barely for 
three generations in spite of the undying glory 
of its literature and the unrivalled stimulus 
of its art, because then the family fell from its 
proper place; and on the other hand Roman 
legislation, which was based on the family institu- 
tions of the old Republic, survived the dissolution 
of the Empire and after more than two thousand 
years is still powerful in the civil courts of Europe."* 

It is easier however to show what needs 
mending than to see how to set about it. 

Surely the first and most natural step to take 
is to see that homes are possible. No question is 
of greater importance for the national life than 
that of housing its citizens. It is absurd to 
suppose that the family can exist in hovels, and 
tenements, where thare is neither health nor 
decency. Public houses, the worst foe the family 
has to face, thrive and prosper because they offer a 
social club for men and women who have no homes. 
It is no answer to say that the poor do not wish 
for dean and wholesome houses, that they degrade 
them when they Uve in them, for comparatively 

t Thoughts on Revelation and Life, edited by Stephen 
Phillips, p. 269. 
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few of them have ever had the opportunity 
of learning what a good home is like. If it be 
true that the villages where homes are more 
possible, are being deserted for the towns, then 
it is the more incimibent on municipalities, 
County Councils and the like, to see that their 
city Ufe does not degrade those who come to 
share it. This is a difficult but by no means an 
impossible problem to solve, and the Church and 
nation ought to go hand in hand in a resolute 
endeavour to solve it, for on its solution State 
and Empire depend. 

The second step is to guard the future home 
in its earUest beginning. In the belief that the 
best marriages are made in heaven, our Eng- 
lish habit is to let the young find their own 
mates, to shrink from any kind of interference 
unless it be clearly necessary, and to trust that 
the freedom of our sons and daughters in this 
respect may result in marriages bom of love. 
A marriage by arrangement has for us some- 
thing so mechanical and hard about it, that we are 
impatient with it, and yet it may be truly said, 
that any marriage which impUes previous thought 
is much to be preferred to one which has no other 
basis than a hasty, impetuous promise, and we 
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are assured, contrary to our expectations, that 
in many nations where it is practised it 
results in happy homes. Whilst still believing 
that our freedom secures the best results, yet 
we ought to be careful that those for whom 
we are responsible avoid that kind of society 
where it is unlikdy that good husbands or 
wives may be f oimd. The evils of bad company 
are clear to us alL Parents therefore may be 
hdd to be accountable for the kind of people 
their children meet, and are led to associate with. 
And the Church, if she follows those social in- 
stincts which are hers through her Head, ought to 
delight in such opportunities of fellowship, as 
may make it easy for her sons and daughters to 
know one another, and to become friends with 
one another, and to find in her that close fellow- 
ship which may result in what the Bible calls 
a marriage'' in the Lord." It is useless toexpect 
real family life where there is no spiritual basis, 
and it is more than doubtful whether we ought 
to ask the blessing of God upon those who are 
entirdy indifferent to it. Faith here is surely as 
necessary for the benefits to be recdved, as for 
the grace of any other Sacrament. Clergy from 
their position in the State and the natural desire 
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they have to give Christ's benediction as widely 
as possible, are constantly obliged to do violence to 
their own convictions and consciences, and marry 
those who are not only careless, but entirely 
ignorant of the simplest elements of the Christian 
Faith. They shrink from driving any appUcants 
to the simple formalism of the Marriage Registry, 
and hope against hope that the solemnization of 
the wedding may give a sense of responsibiUty to 
those who are beginning a new Ufe. And there is 
much to be said for this larger charity. But it 
ought to be possible, even in large cities, for all 
who have given in their banns to be seen, and 
some explanation of the service, with counsel, to be 
given. And experience has shown how grateful 
young people are for any help which may give 
their start in Hfe hope and promise. They too 
feel something of the seriousness of the step they 
are taking, however Ughtly their friends may 
regard it, and welcome the interest and care shown 
in their welfare by one who is to ask God's blessing 
upon it. We cannot too often remember that 
family life begins, at the altar, and that the strength 
which the nation is to gain through it, is foimd 
there. The State recognizes its importance by 
the forms which it demands, but it is for the 
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Chiirch to solemnize it, to s^t out by rite and 
ceremony its religious character, to proclaim by 
prayer and exhortation its eternal agnificance, 
and to make men realize, by the care with which 
it is celebrated, Christ's Presence at it. 

When thus well begun, diligent heed must be 
taken that the married life is carefully nurtured. 
Sometimes the only recollection of the wedding is 
the marriage certificate. Though it is known that 
the blessings which were asked for can only become 
permanent by continuous prayer, these young 
people, often little more than boy or girl, go to 
make their home without any suggestions or 
counsels as to how it may become what they wish 
it to be. Is it not possible to give to each married 
couple, in a form which they would care to retain, 
such prayers for a Christian household as would 
make the beginning of family life. At the recent 
meeting in the Queen's Hall, London, a letter was 
read stating that many Christian working men 
would like to have family prayers, but were unable 
to express their desire in suitable words ; they 
desired some form that would be helpful. When- 
ever the care to do this has been done at the very 
start, the Church has made a path which may lead 
far beyond her .hopes. 
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The birth and baptism of the child give a new 
opportunity for the Church. Here at the be- 
ginning there is the emotion that the mystery 
of a life given to us stirs in the dullest, and here 
therefore the clergy can help by praying with the 
mother beside the cradle, not only for the child, 
but for the home which is to mould its future Ufe. 
Such a sanctification of the home Ufe, no matter 
how lowly its surroundings are, is never forgotten, 
and becomes a model for imitation. It is often 
said that the life of a working man is too crowded, 
his hours at home too inconvenient for family 
prayer, but the real difficulty does not lie there, 
but in the shyness and awkwardness which he feels 
in fulfilling his part as priest in his own family. 
His own prayers are difficult enough, open 
prayers with his wife and children seem im- 
possible. We ought to meet this difficulty by 
making the start with nim. To go round some 
evening, read a short passage of Scripture, pray 
the very^prayers which we are to leave with him 
for his help, will not only be found a help in over- 
coming his shyness, but a help towards that 
common faith in God and His Saviour which has 
never before been openly expressed. It breaks 
that mutual reserve on the deepest subjects of all 
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which has prevented the family life moving freely. 
It may not be everywhere possible to have daily 
Family Prayer, but even if it be maintained once 
a week, we have set free a real power which will 
not only influence the Church but the nation. 

Perhaps there has never been so fine an 
opportimity for the restoration of that which 
we are told was customary in the early part of the 
nineteenth century " upon an immense scale/' as 
now. '* In not a few instances the home, the young 
home perhaps, is broken up just now by the 
departure to warfare of him who was its head. 
When the warfare is over, and he comes back 
again there will again be an opportunity, the like 
of which has never been before, for making a new 
start. The deepened sense of seriousness which 
comes from those solenm, those awful memories, 
will give force to the new departure, the new 
start, which perhaps nothing else can give." ^ 

We want a new Church and a new nation to 
deal with the problems of the new era, but for this 
we must have a new family feeling ; and by that 
I mean the old joy that was felt in the family, the 
pride parents had in sons and daughters, the sense 

^ Address by the Archbishop of Canterbury at the 
Queen'3 Hall. 
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that children were an heritage and gift that 
Cometh of the Lord. No one would say that 
the English home life had disappeared, or even 
that it was not still the characteristic of the 
nation. The spirit of sacrifice and devotion that 
the past year has witnessed, speaks eloquently 
as to the present power of the home where it has 
been nurtured, but there are fears that we may 
be losing it. We do well, therefore, to guard and 
cherish that which is the mainstay of the national 
life. It is true that the ties of the family are 
still held sacred by popular sentiment, but the 
rude hand of a self-willed independent age has 
been laid upon them ; and the Church, to whom the 
keeping of the family has been left, ought to look 
well to her treasure, lest it be stolen and with its 
loss, her own life perish. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

THIS TIME " AND THE 
INDIVIDUAL 

" For unto every one that hath shall be given, and 
he shall have abundance ; bat from him that hath not 
even that which he hath shall be taken away." — S. 
Matt. xxv. 29. 

\TI rE have seen that Christ's G)mmg affects 
^^ not only the world and the Church 
but every member of His flock. It is a revela- 
tion of national, it is also a revelation of personal, 
tendencies. The wise and the foolish are not 
seen to represent graduated differences, the 
wise being rather better than the foolish, and 
the foolish rather worse than the wise, but 
startling distinctions, as strongly marked as 
black and white, as strangers and friends. This is 
not the only difference His coming will bring out. 
St. Paul when writing to his Corinthian con- 
verts, urges every one to be careful in the thought 
of that great day not only as to his character, 
but also his work, " for the day shall declare it, 
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because it is revealed in fire, and the fire itself 
shall prove each man's work of what sort it is. 
If any man's work shall abide which he built 
thereon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's 
work shall be burned he shall suffer loss, but he 
himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire." * 
Every coming of Christ tests not only a man's 
attitude but his task. The present war is search- 
ing out not only every business in the land but 
every profession. The merchants and traders, de- 
prived of their usual business, are using all their 
abilities to see how they may gain through 
munitions, clothing, food, and the himdred and 
one things wanted by a great army in the field, 
what they have lost through commerce. Pro- 
fessional men, writers, artists, are also seeking 
eagerly to substitute for the field they have 
temporarily lost some other sphere. And with 
all a new motive makes itself felt. In peace 
the motto was " every man for himself." Busi- 
ness is business, the firm must look after its own 
interests, the doctor after the rights of his own 
practice, the writer after the appetite of his 
pubUc. But now, however much this may be 
privately acknowledged, no one mentions it. 
» I Cor. iii, 13-15. 
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All selfish motives are to be cast aside, the ser- 
vice of the country is the one prevailing topic. 
Here are three millions of men from every rank 
and calling in life, sacrificing home, comfort, 
limbs and even life itself for the safety of the 
Empire, and every one at home must do the 
same. Petitions have been urged by the highest 
in the land on the Prime Ministi^r and members 
of the Government that they may be told plainly 
whether what they are at present doing is all 
they can do, or whether there is something further. 
And the Government in reply have imposed on 
every man or woman over eighteen years the 
duty of stating plainly the nature of the work 
in which they are engaged, and also that of any 
other kind of work in which they have been 
trained, that the Empire may have the full 
advantage of all their services. **The day shall 
declare it for it shall be revealed in fire," the fire 
of self-sacrifice, and this "fire shall prove each 
man's work of what sort it is." All selfish 
work is burned up, men have no use for it — 
only contempt for the man engaged in it. Now 
that the coimtry is in peril and we are thrown 
into a struggle of life and death, it is intolerable 
that any one should be thinking of self-interest 
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or private advantage. Every one must serve, 
and give the be^t he has. 

And so women as well as men, the maidservant 
as well as the labourer, the unskilled as well 
as the skilled, the gillie and the landowner, have 
been seriously asking themselves as to what 
answer they must make to the question, " Is 
there any other work ? " 

Perhaps no greater advantage to the country 
has come out of the War than this national test- 
ing of our work and service. At last the entire 
people have been forced to consider the necessity 
of co-operation, and the best way in which they 
can co-operate. This which has been in the 
minds of thoughtful Englishmen ever since the 
time that Maurice and Kingsley insisted upon 
it as the only true remedy for the evils of com- 
petition and rivalry, has now been forced upon 
us, and we have accepted it, not only as necessary 
but as most reasonable. 

So we have been led to see the fulfilment of 
that other story which our Lord told in con- 
nexion with the prediction of His coming, " For 
it is as when a man going into another country, 
called his own servants, and deUvered unto them 
his goods. And imto one he gave five talents, 
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to another two, to another one ; to each accord- 
ing to his several ability : and he went on his 
journey. . . . Now after a long time the lord 
of those servants cometh, and maketh a reckon- 
ing with them."* 

It will be said, of course, that our Lord can 
hardly be referring here to such comings as we 
have been considering, for the first of them, the 
destruction of Jerusalem, happened within forty 
years of His Ascension, and the time could 
hardly be described as *' long." But time is 
long or short according to the strength of the 
expectation we have formed. Our friend may 
seem to us to have been a long time absent when 
he has been away but a year, so eagerly have 
we looked for his coming. Now it is well known 
that the disciples of the first days longed for 
Christ's return with such feverish expectation, 
that some S. Paul was obliged to rebuke for 
wandering about aimlessly and giving up their 
work, and others S. Peter was obliged to chide 
for having in their impatience yielded to those 
mockers, who walking after their own lusts 
said, " Where is the promise of His coming, for 
from the day that the fathers fell asleep all things 
1 S. Matt. XXV. 14. 
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continue as they were from the beginning of the 
creation/'* Forty years was a "long time" to 
those who expected to see Christ in their life- 
time. There is no reason then for confining it to 
that long period of time covering centuries, that 
will elapse before His final Advent. And the 
story in other ways fits in so well with the thoughts 
that such a crisis as the Coming of the Son of 
Man suggests. For it awakens a demand for 
work. Something must be done : every one 
must help. The man who can fight must fight, 
the man who cannot must assist him as best he 
can. It is always a time when the Lord " makes 
a reckoning" with His servants. Through the 
spirit which He quickens in the nation He makes 
His plain appeal, " What are you doing ? " 
For if the national demand comes home to the 
conscience of the man who has never recognized 
any particular responsibility for his work, much 
more intimately must it come home to those 
servants who know that they have received not 
only a command but also power to work, who 
know that any gifts they have, are due to Him 
from Whom they received them. Further, this 
sense of responsibiUty is deepened by the knowledge 
2 Pet. iii. 3. 
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that if at any period He is working in the worid, it 
is at such a time as this. What else does His 
coming mean, but a coming to make the crooked 
straight, the rough places smooth, to fill the 
valleys and to bring low the mountains and hills. ^ 

His coming means the coming of His Kingdom, 
for which we all pray and for the fulfilment of 
which we must all work. It is with this end in 
view He gave His servants the talents. They are 
to work with Him. The realization of His designs 
depends on them. What then have they been 
doing to prepare for His coming ? How far are 
things ready? A great day of God is being 
ushered in, what is their part in it ? What has 
been their influence? What is their contribu- 
tion? Such are the heart-searching questions 
Christ now asks of His own. 

What is the answer that is being given ? Years 
ago our education being finished as men say, 
though it was only partially developed, we were 
sent out into the world to fulfil our calling : some 
into medicine, law, commerce. Holy Orders, 
the Services, farming, book-keeping, factory work, 
handicraft ; others into nursing, service, house- 
keeping, secretarial work. There we were quietly 
» S. Luke iii. 4, 5. 
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fulfilling our tasks. Then is heard the cry, 
"the Country is in danger, the Church in sore 
need, the Master has come — ^What service can 
you render ? " The ploughman leaves his 
plough, goes oft to the barrack yard, puts his 
free life under discipline, becomes obedient to 
the word, crosses to Flanders, iBings himself into 
the battlefield and renders up his life, the life 
that he might have kept for some sweet home 
with the girl of his affection. As he passes 
through the ordeal, he meets Him Who gave 
him his humble ministry years ago. "Behold 
what thou gavest, the sacrifice has doubled it." 
The heir to the estate, so largely gifted with 
both talents and opportimities, immersed in 
the work of his property, hears the call, and 
without hesitation obeys it. From being his 
own master he comes under the rule of others, 
from his high position he descends to become a sub- 
altern. A few weeks in Flanders ; then a sudden 
charge, and his work passes swiftly to a larger life. 
He renders up his account. "The talents thou 
gavest me, behold sacrifice has doubled them." 

The quiet nurse, busily engaged in her train- 
ing of others, sees a higher work in befriending 
and helping her countrymen. The work is 
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perilous, for if discovered it means death. But 
to lose life is to gain it, for life is made for sacri- 
fice. Suspicion is aroused, the arrest follows, 
then trial, the sentence, the last Communion — 
the execution. In a short time she has fulfilled 
a long time, and with charity on her lips she 
passes to her account. "The talents thou 
gavedst me, behold the sacrifice to which thou 
calledst me has doubled them." 

These are but samples of numbers of men and 
women with whom the Lord hath made a reckonings 
whose generous spirit has been expressed in the fol- 
lowing lines found on the dead body of a soldier — 

Jesu, Whose lot with us was cast. 
Who saw it out from first to last. 
Patient and fearless, tender and true, 
Carpenter, Vagabond, Felon, Jew, 
Whose humorous eye kept full in view 
The iar-ofi goal it leads us to ; 
Who as your hour neared, did not fail — 
The world's fate trembling in the scale — 
With your half -hearted band to dine 
And speak across the bread and wine ; 
Then went out firm to face the end 
Alone, without a single friend. 

• • . . . 

Would I could win and keep and feel 
That heart of love, that spirit of steel ; 
I would not to Thy bosom fly 
To shirk ofi till the storms go by. 
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Flog me and spear me; set me straight 
At some vile job I fear and hate. 
Some sickening round of long endeavour. 
No light, no rest, no outlet ever. 
All at a pace that must not slack, ^ 
Tho' heart would burst and sinews crack : 
Fog in one's eyes, the brain aswim, 
A weight like lead in every limb. 
And a raw pit that hurts like hell 
Where the Ught breath once rose and fell : 
Do you but keep me, hope or none. 
Cheery and staunch till all is done. 
And at the last gasp quick to lend 
One effort more to serve a friend. 
And when, for so I sometimes dream 
I've swum the dark — ^the silent stream — 
So cold it takes the breath away — 
That parts the dead world from the day. 

Then clear, unburdened, careless, cool 
I'll saunter down from the grim pool 
And join my friend. Then you'll come by. 
The Captain of our company ; 
Call me out, look me up and down. 
And pass me thro' without a frown. 
With half a smile, but never a word. 
And so, I shall have met my Lord.* 

" Never a word " — ^that is what they think. 
No word which they could speak and no word 
that He would speak. For themselves they 
have done nothing. Even the last effort was 
more the result of circumstances than anything 

* From an Australian newspaper, reprinted in The 
Student Movement, Oct. 1915. 
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else. Their friends would doubtless think well 
of them and make much of the great adventure 
by means of which they had passed away, but 
then that was the wont of friends. Before the 
great Judge Who sees things as they are, 
the estimate would be different. So they 
are silent, "never a word." And He, is He 
silent too ? As His keen eye looks back on the 
whole life with its sins, feulures and selfishness, 
with its long spaces of ungodliness and hardness 
of heart. He will speak and they will tremble. 
He will pass sentence and they will wither away. 
But no — that is not how Christ pictures the 
scene. It is true He makes a reckoning, but 
His eye passes over the many failures, and 
lights on the few things wherein we were 
faithful, and amazing though it is, it is from 
Him that the highest praise one can give to 
another falls : '* Well done thou good and faith- 
ful servant. In the beginning of life, parents 
and even teachers would say " Well done " as 
we won some prize, but as years advanced the 
world seemed more grudging of its praise. Sel- 
dom if ever did we succeed in gaining more than 
that we did creditably, that we had not com- 
pletely failed, but now from One Who is the 
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Very Truth, Who never flattered, never exag- 
gerated, always spoke of things and actions as 
they really are, there are these old words " Well 
done," and added to them an estimate of our 
character and actions which overpowers us. 
" Well done, good and faithful servant, thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things ; enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord."^ He had always bidden men be 
generous, to give in the expectation of large 
returns even from their fellow men. "Good 
measinre, pressed down and shaken together and 
running over shall men give into yoin: bosom," • 
and now He stands forth as an expression of 
that large liberaUty and gracious consideration. 
Praise, honourable service and fellowship. What 
can heart desire more than this, and this in never- 
ending and ever-widening opportunity. There 
lies the reward. 

But the day of His Coming not only concerns 
the many gallant heroes and heroines- who have 
through death obtained such a ready access to 
their Lord. They are but the firstfruits of a 
harvest not yet reaped, though nearly ready for 
the sickle. With these, too. He makes a reckon- 
' S. Matt. XXV. 33, • S. Luke vi. 38. 
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ing, though not their final one. For they had 
then: talents and their opportunities, few and 
humble for the most part, but they did what 
they could. In the home, the school, the shop, 
the factory, the profession, they used what they 
had, and now He is here, the Son of Man, the one 
calm, quiet, farseeing Mind in this welter of 
confusion and distress; the great Head of the 
Race, seeing its needs and the great chances the 
war is creating ; He comes to His servants for 
help. And again and again His quiet praise is 
heard, " Well done, thou good and faithful ser- 
vant, thou hast been faithful over a few things, 
I will make thee ruler over many things," and 
the country doctor becomes a colonel, the farmer's 
daughter head of a hospital ; the groom wins a 
commission in the Yeomanry; the curate is 
chaplain of a brigade ; the shop assistant Quarter- 
master ; the shy girl whom no one supposed to 
be gifted is head of an ofiSce. Everywhere the 
day is revealing character, and the fidelity in a 
few small matters has won positions of influence. 
But beyond this recognition there is the extra- 
ordinary happiness of being called to a share in 
Christ's work, " Enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord." This is not found in some easy delightful 
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surroundings of comfort and honour as though 
Christ, when the most terrible conflict is waging, 
were apart from it in some sheltered palace, 
but on the contrary, in the severe stress of labour 
and conflict. His joy Ues in the direction of all 
that He can direct, the prevention of all that 
He can prevent, and the alleviation of all that 
He can alleviate. His joy in Galilee was found 
in the open hospitals of the streets, and in the 
crowds of the shore who were hanging on His 
words. He was happiest when He was reUeving 
either the needs of the body or of the soul ; so 
His joy to-day Ues in the great opportunities 
which the war opens out. And to this joy He 
calls all His servants. And as they understand, 
they share it. " How splendid it is to be sdive 
to-day," is the exclamation of some. " How 
terrible it will be when the war is over," is the 
cry of others, and both from the same cause. 
At last a purpose in life has been revealed to 
them, and they shrink from a time when there 
may be no longer anything to do. 

Alas, that the feeling should not be universal. 
But there are others to whom Christ's Day 
brings no exultation, only sad depressi n. These 
have never used their talents, for they never felt 
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they had any that could be profitably used. 
They disUked ventures and enterprises, shrank 
from perils and risks, and had for their ideal a 
quiet, respectable life. This was dominated by 
their religious feeling that God was hard and 
exacting, demanding the uttermost farthing. 
It was not easy to satisfy His claims, but at least 
they could render up to Him again that which 
He had given. 

So to all proposals to help forward His work, 
to all suggestions to benefit their neighbours, such 
turned a deaf ear. Clean and hidden, was the 
motto of their life. So when Christ's Day came 
with its strong appeal to all for their best it fell 
on deaf ears. They had no concern in the war, 
they had nothing to offer. Many were going 
forth who had much better bide at home, and 
many were talking a great deal who had best be 
silent. The one important thing was to go along 
the even tenor of their way as before, and so to 
remain unsoiled from all the dirt that was flying 
about in the confusion caused by the war. Their 
excuse was based on the importance of their own 
salvation, and the strict severity of the Judge to 
Whom thy were to render their account. In 
their opinion He was isolated from the awful 
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struggle which they were watching from their 
sheltered nook. He had no place amongst the 
sowers of the good seed, no part with those who 
were endeavouring to make the evil bring forth 
a greater good. He stood aloof from it all in 
proud indifference, determined, however, to 
exact from each of His servants a strict toll. The 
hardships, sufterings, losses, sacrifices meant 
nothing to Him. He was hard and cruel. 

As He then, took no part, neither would they. 
The judgment Christ metes out to such is self- 
inflicted. The capacities and powers that were 
given them for use, shrivel away from lack of 
employment. They see less, hear less, and feel 
less. Gradually the darkness which isolation 
alwa}^ brings closes roimd them. The horrible 
sense of not being wanted haunts them. Men 
and women keep away from them, for gloom and 
depression spreads out from them, producing a 
kind of spiritual miasma in which nothing lives. 
Ever more and more lonely, they sink back into 
the wretchedness and hopelessness of monomania. 

Such, then, is the revelation which the Day 
brings to His servants, to those who in some way 
or other acknowledge their responsibilities to 
Him. But what of the multitudes who do not 
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know Him ? We look out on to Europe to-day 
with wide misgivings. The Christianity that is 
largely current in parts of the West as well as 
throughout the East is, we are told/ saturated 
with superstitions. Russians, Bulgarians, Ser- 
vians, Greeks, Croats, as well as Poles, Austrians, 
Germans, Italians, have a faith real and Uving, 
more Uving in the mass, travellersTwill say, than 
what they find amongst the multitudes, in Great 
Britain and America : but measured by the 
New Testament standard it seems greatly encum- 
bered, and wanting in clearness and that sim- 
pUdty which we associate with the Gospel. 
What does He say to it ? The Faith He taught 
and proclaimed seems to have failed. If judged 
by the plain and brief Apostles' Creed, who would 
stand? Is there no other standard? We are 
not thinking of the exceptional cases in all 
countries, but of the masses who through the 
ignorance or carelessness of their priests are 
still in much darkness. Is there any other test ? 
And then we have the closing Parable of this 
wonderful instruction to help us. There they 
are, all the nations gathered before Him in all 
their spiritual penury. To the eye of man they 
all look much alike whether Eastern or Western, 
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whether soldiers or officers, doctors or nurses. 
But He, the Son of Man, makes a clear distinction. 
Some are placed on the right, others on the 
left. 

Some are blessed, for the Kingdom of God is 
theirs ; they will have a part in all the wonderful 
work and happiness that belongs to it. There 
is not for them that individual, personal touch 
which belongs to His faithful servants, and no 
rule is promised them, they have not known Him 
as those did, and no share in His joy is mentioned ; 
but they have the Kingdom, and on what ground ? 
On that of works of mercy. There were starved 
and thirsty people with whom they shared their 
food and drink. There were the naked and cold 
whom they did their best to clothe ; there were 
the sick and the prisoners whose hard lot they 
did their best to alleviate. They did what they 
could out of pure love and benevolence. No 
thought of Christ entered in, for they had not 
thought of Christ in the war. They are now 
smprised to learn that what they had done they 
had done to Him. He was there all the time, 
there amongst His brothers, as He called them, 
and they had done Him a great service which 
had won for them a place in His Kingdom. 
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There were others who, though they went to 
the Front, as indeed they were forced to do, had 
taken with them their old selfish lives. They 
took all they could get, used every advantage 
they could find, avoided every risk or danger 
they could keep out of. Engrossed in them- 
selves and their own safety they had no thought 
of any one else. When they heard of some 
comrade, who had on a cold night given his 
blanket to a neighbour and shivered in his cloak, 
they said " More fool he " ; on the contrary, when 
they were told of another companion who had 
robbed an aged couple of their fowls, they envied 
his good fortime. They had no thought of 
being heard or watched. In this war it was the 
Devil and not God that was present. The whole 
past now leaps back into their memory with 
horrible persistence, they are not surprised so 
much at Christ's sentence as at the ground of it. 
They had not helped Him, that was why they 
were to lose their share in His Kingdom; but 
where had He been ? He spoke of being hungry, 
thirsty, naked, a prisoner, as though He had been 
in the thick of the conflict. There had been 
some talk in the trenches of a White Companion 
seen at night helping the woimded, but it had 
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been an empty legend, and besides, the accusation 
was that He had been amongst the sick, the 
starved, and the dying, and they had taken no 
notice of Him. So they ask, " Lord, when saw 
we Thee an hmigred, or athirst, or a stranger, 
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister 
mito Thee ? " ^ and then they learn, that though 
not visibly seen. He was identified with all the 
ills of His brethren. They ought to have known 
that, their ignorance and their hardness was 
their condenmation. 

This teaching comes home to us at this time 
with great consolation. How many we have 
known, whose faith seemed, so far as we could tell 
by their few commimionsand their prayers of the 
slightest, but they were unselfish, kind and 
generous. Will not that count, we asked, as we 
heard of their sudden summons. And here we 
are told, " It will count." In spite of their ignor- 
ance and their lack of grace, the Christ in them 
was called out by the sorrows and afflictions they 
saw around them, and Christ recognized it and 
rewarded it. They are proved to be heirs of the 
kingdom prepared from the foundation of the 
world. 

^ S. Matt. XXV. 44. 



CHAPTER IX 

"THIS TIME" CALLS TO 
REPENTANCE 

" Repent ye : for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
— S. Matt. iii. 2. 

T F we are right in believing that " this time " 
has a special character of its own, is a 
Visitation of God, a Coming of the Son of Man, 
the end of an old and the beginning of a new 
age, then again the old words ring out, "The 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand." And by this 
we mean not the coming of a new kingdom, but 
the advancement of that old kingdom which 
Christ f oimded, that kingdom for whose coming 
we pray daily in His prayer. No one would 
think that that desire of our hearts fails, that 
we must wait till heaven and earth pass away 
for its accomplishment ; on the contrary, we 
believe that this Kingdom of God has been 
steadily advancing, and that there sire great 

164 
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epochs when it makes a leap forward.^ At such 
a tune we stand now, and spiritual forces of 
extraordinary power are making themselves felt, 
and bursting the cords by which they have been 
held. What, then, ought to be our attitude? 
To what does the coming of the Kingdom call ? 
The answer is plain. When the Baptist announced 
the coming of the Kingdom his message was, 
" Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand," and when oiir Lord began His preaching 
He had the same subject and gave the same 
warning, " Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven 
is at hand." 

Repentance, then, is the one urgent need when 
great spiritual forces are being revealed. But, 
unfortunately, it is the one least thought of. 
We have learnt the gospel of good works and 
are each fulfilling such ministry as we can with 
alacrity; we have tried to practise the Gospel 
of Faith, steadying our confidence from time 
to time in the righteousness of our cause; we 
have in a small measure recovered some of the 
old trust we had in prayer, and use our interces- 
sions with care and regularity, but repentance 

^ See the author's The Kingdom of Heaven, chap, iv., 
pages 109-146. 

M 
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seems far off, and yet it is only by repentance we 
can fit ourselves for the Kingdom or enter it 
when it has come. It is not that we are as a 
nation conceited ; perhaps we have not sufficiently 
thought of our wonderful position as citizens of 
the greatest empire the world has seen; but 
that we have not faced our national life in the 
light of God's presence. 

Had we done so, we should have realized otir 
sinfulness. The one sin which is more strongly 
condenmed in the Bible than any other is that 
which is called ungodliness. All through the 
prophecies, especially those of Jeremiah, this is the 
one complaint, that men have forsaken God, that 
they have hewed for themselves cisterns which 
hold no water, forgetting the fountain of living 
waters. " Who shall have pity upon thee, O Jeru- 
salem ? "cries the prophet, " or who shall bemoan 
thee ? or who shall turn aside to ask of thy welfare ? 
Thou hast rejected Me, saith the Lord, thou art 
gone backward, therefore have I stretched out 
My hand against thee and destroyed thee." ^ 
Or again : " And it shall come to pass, when Thou 
shalt shew this people all these words, and they 
shall say unto Thee, . . . What is our iniquity ? . . . 
* Jer. XV. 5-^. 
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then shalt Thou say unto them. Because your 
fathers have forsaken Me . . . and have not 
kept My law." * Or in recitmg God's question 
amongst the people, " Thus saith the Lord : 
Ask ye now among the nations, who hath heard 
such things; the virgin of Israel hath done a 
very horrible thing. . . . For My people have 
forgotten Me, they have burned incense to 
vanity." * Or, speaking very plainly, he de- 
clares God's curse on ungodliness, " Thus saith 
the Lord : Cursed is the man that trusteth in 
man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart 
departeth from the Lord. For he shall be like 
the heath in the desert and ^shall not see when 
good Cometh. . . /'* On the other hand, 
"Blessed is the man that trusteth in the 
Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. For he 
shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and 
that spreadeth out his roots by the river and 
shall not fear when heat cometh, but his leaf 
shall be green."* Or in answer to those who 
are astonished at Israel's pimishment, " And it 
shall come to pass, when ye shall say. Wherefore 
hath the Lord our God done all these things unto 

» Jer. xvi. lo-ii. " Jer. xviii. 13, 15. 

• Jer. J^vii. 5, 6, * Jer^ xv^^ 7, 8, 
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us ? then thou shah say unto them. Like as 3^ 
have forsaken Me and served strange gods in 
your land, so shall ye serve strangers in a land 
that is not yours." * 

But I need not labotir this further. Every 
student of Scripture knows that this is the great 
reproach the prophets bring against the people 
of Israel, that they had forgotten the Lord. To 
many it seems a slight sin compared with im- 
morality, drunkenness, lying, murder; it has 
however this aggravation, that it is parent to 
them alL To forget God means very often to 
forget good: to forsake Christ, having once 
known Him, is often the same as forsaking virtue. 

Now no one who knows the religious condition 
of our country but would be constrained to say 
that forgetfulness of God is our national sin. A 
recent book entitled Facing the Facts gives clear 
evidence as to this. The essayist on the middle 
classes writes that although not so much " affected 
by the decline of either social extreme, yet 
regular attendance is not so frequent as it was, and 
to be present at one service is becoming as 
normal as attendance at two services used to be 
a generation ago. There is also an inclination 
» Jer. V. 19. 
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to reduce the length of service and duninish 
the arduous exercise of prayer." ^ The writer 
who deals with the very poor notes : " Again 
and again with wearisome iteration the excuse 
is given by our poor parishioners for their neglect 
of worship of ' no time/ or ' no clothes.' One 
might legitimately add, 'no inclination.' Of 
course the inclination is lacking. If I were living 
tmder circumstances such as I am endeavouring 
to describe I confess frankly that I should do 
my best to avoid every church or chapel I came 
across." If we go to the country, we are told 
by the editor, the rector of a SufEolk parish, that 
*' In an exceptionally well worked parish the 
proportion of regular worshippers among adult 
labourers is said to be as high as 35 per cent., 
but 10 to 15 seems a more usual average."* 
From Lord William Cecil's account the upper 
classes are even less godly : " As a whole the 
new squire does not trouble the church much; 
his wife and daughters may go there partly to 
show the splendid dresses which they possess 
... but chiefly because it is the fashion, and 
fashion is a thing which controls most of their 

» Facing the Facts, p. 65. 
« Ibid. p. 154. 
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lives." ^ Of organized labour Mr. Conrad Noel, 
who speaks out of twenty years' intimacy with 
the working classes, writes that "the artisan 
believes the church to be a hotbed of com- 
mercialism, and the churchgoers to be mostly 
hypocrites. 'The more I sees o' religion the 
more I 'ates it/ said a working woman to me 
the other day."« 

All these statements may be more or less 
one-sided pictures of the true religious con- 
dition of the country, but I fear most would 
say they are not far from the truth. There is 
but scanty and for the most part, very uninteUi- 
gent, private prayer. Family prayer is more and 
more rare, and public worship losing its place 
owing to the demands made upon the Sunday. 
God is forgotten, ignored, distrusted. Men 
and women have felt — and stiU feel — they can 
get on without Him. His love has no place in 
their thoughts. His Son, Who gave up all for 
their sake, has no place in their life. He is 
respected but not worshipped. 

Now, either the Incarnation and the Cross are 

* Facing the Facts, edited by the Rev. W. K. Lowther 
Clarke, p. 45. 
" Ibid, p. loi. 



"THIS TIME" CALLS TO REPENTANCE 171 

fables, ^r else this attitude is one of hideous 
ingratitude. We know how sensitive we are to 
those whom we have benefited and who yet 
take no notice of us ; we know that love, beckuse 
it is love, feels the smart of indiflference and 
contempt ; and that the more intense it is, the 
more it longs to awaken in the objects of its re- 
gard some response. What, then, must be God's 
relation to this country so largely ignorant of Him 
and consequently indifEerent to Him, And yet 
no land has been more highly favoured than ours. 
Love can tolerate weakness and even vice : it 
will take infinite pains to bring back the lost, but 
the Pharisee and Scribe are beyond its ordinary 
remedies ; it can only leave them to the nwsery 
and wretchedness to which their self-will brings 
them. When a child persistently ignores its 
father and asserts, not only its right to act as it 
likes, but its intention to do so, the father may 
feel his best opportimity for winning back a 
response lies in letting him follow his own will. 
It may be that Gk)d is letting us find out our 
own weakness, our need of His help and guidance ; 
that in His love He is chastising us to bring us 
back to Himself. If this be so, shall we not 
give back the response of repentance, shall we 
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not make such a change of attitude, as will lead us 
to be as openly religious as we are now openly 
indifferent. A great change must take place. 
And there are some signs that we are beginning 
to learn our need of it. All the mistakes that 
have been and are being made, show us that by 
ourselves we cannot bring this War to a right 
conclusion. It is, as a Minister of the Crown 
confessed, too large for us; the current into 
which the ship of State is carried is too strong 
for us; we do the best we can, but we must 
confess our weakness and impotence. Already 
we have lost something of our proud independ- 
ence, and before the War ends it is to be 
hoped we shall lose a great deal more. 

Repentance, then, is the note the Church must 
strike again and again. Days of prayer and 
intercession are of course of great value, but 
their value would be increased a hundredfold if 
they were the outcome of a spirit of penitence, 
if some wave of real sorrow for our cold ingrati- 
tude to Him swept over the country. We have 
sins enough to deplore, God knows — ^immoraUty 
in high and low life, in the family and in the 
street, drunkenness amongst women as amongst 
men, gambling, cruelty in grinding the faces of 



"THIS TIME" CALLS TO REPENTANCE 173 

the poor, quarrelling and bitter strife in State and 
Church — ^but the sin that lies at the back of all 
these, and bulks larger than all, is indifEerence 
to God, Who loves us and died for us. If the 
Kingdom comes and finds us as we are, then we 
shall be imable to use priceless opportimity. 

It is, however, easy to urge repentance, but how 
can national repentance be awakened ? Nothing 
is more difl&cult. A prophet like Jonah may by his 
preaching change a great city like Nineveh, and the 
Wesleys with Whitfield's help may have changed 
the England of 120 years ago, but who can shake 
this country now with its immense cities and teem- 
ing populations ? Who can get a word in to the 
crowded factory life? Who can compel the 
attention of the business and artisan population ? 
Individual evangelists of abnormal spiritual 
power, even if the Church produced them, would 
find the task of awakening Great Britain too 
heavy. What then will serve ? Well, we may 
say this. Ten average men may do what one 
extraordinarily gifted may do ; a hundred men 
of no particular power may equal in strength 
the influence of ten exceptional men, pro- 
vided their faith be equal. We must give up 
sighing for the Elijah, the Baptist, the Sons of 
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Thunder, and go to our congr^ations of ordinary 
men and women for the power we need. It is 
wonderful what can come out of them. One who 
was accustomed to measure his words, once said 
with deliberation : " If only a single congregation 
could enter into full possession of all that lies 
in this acknowledgment of the Divine all^;iance 
which we agree to profess ; if we could each feel 
and then all act together as feeling, that faith in 
God as He has revealed Himself is the foundation, 
the rule, the life of our lives, there would be a 
force present to move the world." * And this not 
simply because of its own momentum, but because 
of its Divine Support. 

And for these we must go to our Communicants. 
This is just the force we need. All that is 
necessary is that we should reconvince our most 
faithful people of the significance of the old truths, 
make them realize again the simple Gospel facts. 
And for this nothing unusual is necessary. In our 
Communicants we have the material that could 
be worked up into a mighty overwhelming force, 
for here are they who are continually receiving into 
their lives omnipotent spiritual power, the power of 
the Risen Life of Christ ; here are those who Only 
* Westcott, Historic Faith. 
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need to be assured of what Christ can do through 
them to become the instruments of His Hand. 
To preach repentance to the world whilst Christ's 
own members are perpetual witnesses of weakness 
rather than strength, is to deny with one breath 
the message we proclaim with the other. No, 
let the Church reconvert the converted, and they 
will then convert the world. It is, alas ! useless 
to appoint National Days of Fasting and Humili- 
ation whilst the mass of the nation practically 
recognizes no obUgations to God. It is unhappily 
quite out of tune with our times to call the British 
world to an observance of a Day of Penitence, 
no matter how high the sanction may be. And 
a day, however observed, is obviously insufficient 
for the great purpose the Church has in hand. 
We need da}^ rather than a day, a week rather 
than twenty-four hours, and this with the very 
best help we can obtain. It has been often 
observed that 120 men and women shook Jerusalem 
and brought in 3,000 converts. But they had 
been for ten days at prayer, and were people of 
strong, unshaken convictions. 

If then the leaders of the Anglican Commmiion 
would, in the faith of God, call for a xmited Mission 
of Repentance to all the Communicants in the 
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Empire, lasting five days^ inchidine a Sunday ; 
if these same five days could be observed every- 
Mdiere ; if in addition the Free Chmx:hes could be 
persuaded to do the same for thdr own congre- 
gations at the same time, it is impossible to esti- 
mate what a remarkaUe change would come over 
our British world. We should be nearer National 
Repentance than we have ever been. 

Now it is good news to know of one Diocese 
where this is already being arranged. "The 
Canadian Church," writes the Secretary of the 
Diocese of Ottawa " intends to make a special effort 
to take advantage of the mental and spiritual up- 
heaval caused by the War. We thought of having 
a Special Service Week during the first ten days 
of Lent under some such name as ' A Call to the 
people of God.' As the effort will be a general 
one throughout the Church, we do not intend to get 
outside assistance. Rather in each parish, priest 
and people will work together to deepen their 
vision of God. We aim at definite results, such 
as secining pledges for family prayer, more regular 
Communion, active Church Service and Bible 
Study." * Such a plan with possible modifications 

> From an enclosure in a letter addressed by the 
Bishop of Ottawa to the Bishop of Edinburgh. 
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seems eminently calculated to cause that awaken- 
ing we all so earnestly desire. Ten days might 
be thought too long and five da5rs too short, but 
details could easily be adjusted. The really 
important matter is that the spiritual effort should 
be made at the same time. 

If any demur at the impossibility of a task 
so huge, we may well ask whether the Church is 
weaker than the nation, whether the immense 
united efiort which is being made by every village 
and town throughout the Empire, not for days but 
for months, can find no kind of parallel in the Body 
of Christ. Are we to admit that the war of the 
Son of God awakens less enthusiasm than the War 
of our King ? Are we to admit that our spiritual 
resotirces are less powerful than those of the 
factory or workshop ? Are we to admit that our 
leaders are less zealous and devoted to the 
interests of their Master's Kingdom than those 
who have the responsibility of directing the War ? 
We admit none of these things, and yet we fed 
that some new way out must be found for awaken- 
ing within the nation the sense of penitence. 
Once our people are convinced this can be done. 
When through God's Spirit this is done, and we see 
our country as God sees it, and His ICingdom as 



178 THIS TIBfE AND ITS INTERPRETATION 

Christ planned it, then we can dare to look forward 
with the utmost confidence to the futtire of the 
War. It can bring us nothing that we need fear, 
nothing that we need regret. All is in His plan 
and His plan is ours. 

If but a small body of people in every parish 
of the land were really convinced of God's 
Fatherly care, Christ's redeeming Love, and the 
Spirit's sanctif3ang power, and were ready to 
witness anywhere and ever5rwhere to their con- 
victions, then there would be hope, not only of 
the regeneration of Great Britain, but of 
Peace on Earth, for God is on the side of 
strong convictions. As Bishop Westcott said 
long ago: "That Providence is on the side 
of the strongest battalions was found false by the 
experience of the man who said it, false by his 
greatest triumph, false by his fatal overthrow, if 
multitude is the measure of success. Providence, 
if we dare so to speak, is on the side not of the 
strongest battalions, but of the strongest con- 
victions."^ 

» Thoughts on Relation and Life, by Stephen Phillips. 



PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO ARE MINDFUL 
OF HIS COMING. 

Thou art the King of glory, O Christ, Thou art 
the Everlasting Son of God. And we beUeve that 
Thou hast come to judge the world : We therefore 
pray Thee help Thy servants whom Thou hast 
redeemed with Thy most precious blood. Make 
them to be numbered with Thy saints in glory ever- 
lasting. O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine 
heritage. Govern them and lift them up for ever. 

O Saviour of the world. Who by Thy Cross and 
Passion hast redeemed us : Save us and help us 
we himibly beseech Thee, O Lord. 

In all time of otir tribulation, in the hour of death 
and in the day of judgment. Good Lord deliver us. 

O Lord, raise up we pray Thee Thy power and 
come among us and with great might succour us, 
that whereas through our sins and wickedness we 
are sore let and hindered in running the race that 
is set before us. Thy bountiful grace and mercy 
may speedily help and deliver us. Who Uvest 
and reignest with the Father in the Unity of the 
Holy Spirit, One God, world without end. Amen. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Who at Thy first condng 
didst send Thy messenger to prepare Thy way be- 
fore Thee. Grant that the ministers and stewards 
of Thy mysteries may Ukewise so prepare and 
make ready Thy way by turning the hearts of the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at this 
Thy coming to judge the world we may be "found 
an acceptable people in Thy sight. Who Uvest 
and reignest with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, ever One God, world without end. Amen. 
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O Lord Jesu Christ, Thou art in the midst of us 
and we are called by Thy Name, leave us not, 
O Lord our God. Amen. 

Grant, O Lord, that we who are mindful of 
Thy coming may never be forgetful of Thy mercy. 

^ We bes^h Thee, Almighty God, to behold our 
prayers, and to pour out upon us Thy loving 
tenderness ; that we who are afficted by reason 
of our sins may be refreshed by the Advent of our 
Saviour ; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Stir up, O Lord, Thy power and come ; and 
mercifully fulfil that which Thou hast promised 
to Thy Church unto the end of the world. 

Stir up, we beseech Thee, O Lord, our hearts to 
prepare the ways of Thine only begotten Son ; 
that by His Advent we may be enabled to serve 
Thee with purified minds, thorough the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Make us, we beseech Thee, O Lord our God, 
watchful and heedful in awaiting the Coming of 
Thy Son Christ our Lord ; that when He ^all 
come and knock. He may find us not sleeping 
in ^ sins, but awake and rejoicing in His praises, 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We beseech Thee, Almighty God, let our souls 
enjoy this their desire, to be enkindled by Thy 
Spirit, that being filled as lamps, by the Divine 
gift, we may shine like blazing Ughts before the 
Presence of Thy Son at His Coming, through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

* This and the foUowing pra3rers are taken from Dr. 
Bright's Ancient Collects. 
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